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What's Next

Up next is our annual fundraiser, this year featuring 
Paula Poundstone here in the California Theatre. It 
will take place on Saturday, April 21, and we’re calling 
it Casino Royale, as we will fill the lobbies with gaming 
tables of many kinds, as well as dining tables, and an 
array of food and beverage stations. The doors will 
open at 3:30pm for gaming and hors d’oeuvres, followed 
by dinner. Then we move into the theatre for a quick 
auction and the second half of the evening, when Paula 
Poundstone will entertain us with her witty and wry 

brand of comedy, after which she will be joined on-stage by a range of soloists and 
members of the Opera San José Chorus for excerpts from many of opera’s greatest 
hits. 

I can hardly wait! First, I find Paula Poundstone to be one of the best comedians 
working today, and making my annual contribution in exchange for gambling 
chips seems like I’m getting away with something…I hope you can join me and our 
Board of Directors for this unusually elegant and lighthearted fundraiser that is 
all about having fun. No speeches, just games, great food, and terrific beverages, 
followed by hilarious comedy and grand singing. Just call our box office (408-437-
4450) to reserve your place at the table.

After that, we are all very much looking forward to next season. For the first time, 
we will produce Mozart’s comedy, The Abduction from the Seraglio. We’ve been a 
bit shy of this important masterpiece as it has unique requirements, asking for 
an experienced soprano with power, agility, wide range, and sensitive acting 
in spoken dialog, as well as a basso profundo, and a serious acting role with no 
singing. In addition, it requires elaborate scenery.  All this would not have been 
possible without special funding from The Packard Humanities Institute, for which 
we are very grateful. The Abduction from the Seraglio will open the season.

In the November slot, we will present Pagliacci. This is a very powerful two-
act opera that more and more often companies are producing without an 
accompanying one-act, and for two good reasons. The new trend in opera is to 
commission works that run about the same length as a movie, as younger ticket 
buyers complain that operas are too long, and the one-act operas that generally 
accompany it (as Cavalleria rusticana is too costly) just don’t satisfy. American 
audiences all but boycott one-act operas…

We will have another Opera San José premiere when we open Jake Heggie’s opera 
Moby-Dick in February. This epic opera is also outside OSJ’s normal reach, but 
with generous funding from the Carol Franc Buck Foundation, we have been able 
to participate as a co-producer in a new production that is being performed by 
Utah Opera in Salt Lake City, Pittsburgh Opera, Chicago Opera Theatre, and finally 
at the Gran Teatre del Liceu in Barcelona.

We will close the season with Puccini’s immortal Madama Butterfly, and will bring 
back Brad Dalton’s production, which is the most satisfying Butterfly I have ever 
seen. I am very eager to have it back in the California, and I hope you will find 
these operas as interesting as I do.

Larry Hancock
GENERAL DIRECTOR
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2017 - 2018 Thirty-Fourth Season
Mozart's COSÌ FAN TUTTE September 9-24, 2017

Puccini's LA RONDINE November 11-26, 2017
Deutscher's CINDERELLA December 16-23, 2017

Wagner's THE FLYING DUTCHMAN February 10-25, 2018
Verdi's LA TRAVIATA April 14-29, 2018

CONDUCTOR
Joseph Marcheso
CO-CONDUCTOR
Dennis Doubin 4/27 & 4/29

STAGE DIRECTOR
Shawna Lucey
CHOREOGRAPHER
Michelle Klaers D'Alo
SET DESIGNER
Eric Flatmo
COSTUME DESIGNER
Elizabeth Poindexter
LIGHTING DESIGNER
Pamila Z. Gray
WIG AND MAKEUP DESIGNER
Christina Martin
PROPERTIES MASTER
Lori Scheper-Kesel
CHORUS MASTER
Andrew Whitfield
ASSISTANT STAGE DIRECTOR
Jimmy Marcheso

PRODUCTION STAGE MANAGER
Bethanie Baeyen
ASSISTANT STAGE MANAGERS
Emi Komatsu 
Philip Jacke
MUSIC STAFF
Veronika Agranov-Dafoe 
Victoria Lington

The performance will run approximately 2 hours and 45 minutes,  
including two 20 minute intermissions.

PRESENTS 

LA TRAVIATA
Opera in three acts
Music by Giuseppe Verdi                                
Libretto by Francesco Maria Piave

First performed March 6, 1853 at the Teatro 
La Fenice in Venice, Italy.

Sung in Italian with English supertitles.

Performances of La traviata are made 
possible in part by a Cultural Affairs grant 
from the City of San José.

April 14th Performance Sponsor:  
Elizabeth F. Adler
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Cast			                                      *Casting subject to change without notice

Amanda Kingston
Christina Pezzarossi
Erin O'Meally
Pene Pati
Dane Suarez (4/15, 27)
Malcolm MacKenzie
Trevor Neal (4/15, 27) 
Mason Gates
Philip Skinner
Babatunde Akinboboye
Colin Ramsey
Kevin Gino
Noah DeMoss
Lazo Mihajlovich

Violetta Valéry
Flora Bervoix
Annina, Violetta's Maid
Alfredo Germont

Giorgio Germont
  
Gastone, Vicomte de Letorieres
Baron Douphol
Marchese D'Obigny
Doctor Grenvil
Giuseppe, Violetta's Servant
A Guest
Messenger

Chorus
SOPRANOS
Anne Hepburn Smith    
Jannika Dahlfort
Erin Fasone
Nicole Lopez-Hagan
Melissa Mallory
Jessica Williams
Jamie Woodhull
Nicole Cooper

ALTOS
Jennifer Hartshorn
Gwendolyn Kuhlmann
Michelle La Jeunesse
Fallon Nunes
Savannah Swan
Mayo Tsuzuki
Catherine Williams
Amy Worden

TENORS
Christian Barajas
Ken Cioffi
Nicolas Gerst
Kevin Gino
Dan Leal
Michael Mendelsohn
Nicholas Molle

BASSES
Stephen Boisvert
Case Bontrager
Clark Brown
Noah DeMoss
Matthew La Rochelle
Lazo Mihajlovich
Brandan Sanchez
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Supernumeraries             
Josh Esquivel
Hollis Marcus
Gillian Moran
Don Nguyen
Jerry Seelig
Lorraine Seelig

Covers            
Congcong Wang, Violetta
Michelle La Jeunesse, Flora
Gwendolyn Kuhlmann, Annina
Michael Mendelsohn, Gastone
Stephen Boisvert, Baron Douphol
Matthew LaRochelle, Marchese D'Obigny
Brendan Stone, Doctor Grenvil
Christian Barajas, Giuseppe
Noah DeMoss, Messenger

Dance

CHOREOGRAPHER
Michelle Klaers D'Alo

DANCERS
Tristen Montesino
Courtesy of The New Ballet Studio Company; Sponsored by Mark and Elizabeth Striebeck

Alysa Reinhardt 
Courtesy of The New Ballet Studio Company; Sponsored by Mark and Elizabeth Striebeck

Cast CONTINUED     		                        *Casting subject to change without notice

The Opera San José production of La traviata features a reproduction of "Love and Life" c.1884-5; George 
Frederic Watts 1817-1904; Tate, Presented by the artist 1897; Photo: © Tate, London 2018.
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Orchestra
1ST VIOLIN
Cynthia Baehr, Concertmaster
Alice Talbot, Assistant Concertmaster
Matthew Szemela
Chin Le
Virginia Smedberg
Rochelle Nguyen
Michael Grossman
Eugenia Wie

2ND VIOLIN
Claudia Bloom, Principal
Susan Stein, Assistant Principal
Sue-Mi Shin
Sergi Goldman-Hull
Gulnar Spurlock
Andrew Lan

VIOLA
Chad Kaltinger, Principal
Janet Doughty, Assistant Principal
Melinda Rayne
Ivo Bokulic

CELLO
Lucinda Breed Lenicheck, Principal
Evan Kahn, Assistant Principal
Paul Hale
Nancy Kim

BASS
Andrew Butler, Principal
William Everett, Assistant Principal

FLUTE
Isabelle Chapuis, Principal
Mary Hargrove

PICCOLO
Mary Hargrove

OBOE
Patricia Emerson Mitchell, Principal
Pamela Hakl

CLARINET
Mark Brandenburg, Principal
Ann Lavin

BASSOON
Deborah Kramer, Principal
Carolyn Lockhart

FRENCH HORN
Meredith Brown, Principal
Caitlyn Smith
Eric Achen
Beth Zare

TRUMPET
William B. Harvey, Principal
John Freeman

TROMBONE
Kathryn Curran, Principal
Bruce Chrisp
C.L. Behrens

CIMBASSO
Scott Choate

TIMPANI
Mark Veregge, Principal

PERCUSSION
James Kassis

HARP
Karen Thielen

ORCHESTRA MANAGER
Mark Veregge

ORCHESTRA LIBRARIAN
Tim Spears
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ACT I, Paris 1887: Violetta Valéry’s salon
Violetta, a beautiful courtesan, is hosting a party to celebrate her recovery from 
an illness. Her patron, the Baron Douphol is in attendance. Gastone (Vicomte 
de Letorieres) has brought along his friend, Alfredo, a young man who has long 
admired Violetta  from afar. When they are introduced, Alfredo raises a toast 
to her health with a spirited brindisi (“Libiamo ne’ lieti calici”—Let’s drink to 
happiness). As her guests move to the ballroom to dance, Violetta suddenly feels 
faint. She sends everyone on ahead, and sits a moment  to recover. Alfredo returns 
and confesses that he has loved her since the day he first saw her (“Un dì, felice, 
eterea”—One happy, etherial day). At first, she protests that love means nothing 
to her, but something about Alfredo charms her. She hands him a camellia and 
tells him he may return when the flower has wilted. Alone, Violetta muses on the 
possiblity of finding true love (“Ah fors’ è lui”—Perhaps it is he.), but concludes that 
freedom trumps love (“Sempre libera”—Always free). Alfredo’s voice is heard in the 
distance singing about the marvels of love, highlighting the conflict in Violetta’s 
heart.

Intermission (20 minutes)
ACT II, Countryside near Paris, three months later

In love with Alfredo, Violetta has abandoned her urban life and moved away from 
Paris with him. Alfredo sings of their blissful domestic  happiness (“De’ miei 
bollenti spiriti”—My youthful ardor). When their maid, Annina, returns from 
Paris, Alfredo discovers that Violetta has been secretly selling her posessions to 
support their lavish lifestyle. His pride wounded, Alfredo leaves immediately to 
recover her belongings and pay their debts. Violetta comes into the house looking 
for Alfredo and a servant delivers a party invitation from her friend Flora. Violetta 
is amused, as she has no intention of returning to her former life in the city. 
Her cheerful mood is brought to an end with the unexpected arrival of Giorgio 
Germont, Alfredo’s father. Although impressed by Violetta’s noble demeanor, he 
demands that she break off her relationship with Alfredo, explaining that their 
scandalous affair has threatened his younger daughter’s engagement (“Pura 
siccome un angelo”—As pure as an angel). Violetta begs him not to demand such 
a sacrifice, but finally agrees to separate from Alfredo (“Dite alla  giovine”—Tell 
your daughter). After Germont leaves, she sends an acceptance to Flora and begins 
to write a farewell letter to Alfredo, who returns abruptly. She hides the note and 
tries to excuse her excited state by tearfully asking him to love her no matter what 
the future holds (“Amami, Alfredo”—Love me, Alfredo), before rushing from the 
house. Puzzled by her behavior, Alfredo sits down to await the expected arrival 

Synopsis
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of his father. A messenger delivers Violetta’s letter just as Germont returns to 
console his son (Di Provenza il mar, il suol—The sea and soil of Provence). Alfredo 
immediately suspects that Violetta has gone back to her former patron, and bent 
on jealous revenge, leaves to confront her at Flora’s party.

A brief pause
(Back in Paris, a few days later)
Flora Bervoix’s Salon. Guests are enjoying a lavish masquerade and entertainment. 
Flora is surpised to learn from the Marchese that Violetta and Alfredo have 
separated. Alfredo arrives, and begins gambling recklessly. Violetta arrives with 
Baron Douphol who joins Alfredo at the gaming table and soon loses a small 
fortune to him. Supper is announced and Violetta remains behind to speak with 
Alfredo. She cautions him not to provoke the Baron, and implores him to leave. 
Misunderstanding her motives, Alfredo calls back the guests and throwing his 
winnings in her face, declares that he is repaying his debt. Arriving unexpectedly, 
Germont reprimands his son for so dishonorably humiliating a woman (“Di 
sprezzo degno sè stesso rende”—No man of honor insults a woman). Baron 
Douphol challenges Alfredo to a duel as the guests witness it all in horror.

Intermission (20 minutes)

ACT III  (Violetta’s bedroom)
Violetta’s health has gravely deteriorated. Dr. Grenvil tries to cheer her, but as he 
departs, confides to Annina that her mistress has but a few hours to live. Alone, 
Violetta reads a letter from Germont, describing the outcome of the duel, and 
saying that he has informed Alfredo of her sacrifice and that his son is on his way 
to beg her forgiveness. Sensing that the end is near, she bids farewell to her days 
of happiness (“Addio, del passato”—Goodbye to the past). Annina rushes in to alert 
Violetta of Alfredo’s arrival. The lovers are reunited, and Alfredo suggests that they 
leave Paris (“Paragi, o cara, noi lasceremo”). Violetta struggles to stand, but cannot; 
realizing the gravity of her illness, Alfredo calls for the doctor. Violetta appeals 
to God not to let her die, now that happiness is so near (“Ah, Gran Dio! morir sì 
giovine”—Ah, great God! To die so young). Germont arrives, followed by the doctor. 
Violetta gives Alfredo a portrait locket as a token of her love (“Prendi, quest’è 
l’immagine”—Take this portrait). Violetta is filled with a surge of strength. Feeling 
life return, but falls dead in Alfredo’s arms.
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By Larry Hancock

A Girl Who Was Led Astray

	 At the age of twenty-three, Rose Alphonsine Plessis was buried, under a slightly 
different name, in the Paris Cemetery of Montmartre, after a years-long battle 
with tuberculosis. By the age of twenty, she had reached the height of the Parisian 
demi-monde and was absolutely famous in Paris; she is more widely known today 
than she ever was in life, but she is not remembered because of literary, scientific, 
political, or academic achievements. She remains famous, worldwide, 165 years 
after her death, for gifts of a more transient nature. During her brief stay on earth 
she was noted for her beauty, intelligence, sensitivity, wild extravagance, and her 
ability to attract and hold the attentions and financial support of numbers of very 
wealthy men, and not necessarily one at a time. 

	 Alphonsine Plessis is among the first of the 19th-century grandes horizontales, 
courtesans who were able to maintain lavish lifestyles and who influenced the 
dress and tastes of cultured women while inspiring the hopes of pretty shop girls. 
After her death, hosts of the Paris beau-monde turned out for the auction of 
her worldly goods, necessitated by the staggering debts she left behind. Charles 
Dickens was in attendance and reported, “One could have believed that [she] was 
Jeanne d’Arc or some other national heroine, so deep was the general sadness.”

	 The woman buried at the base of Montmartre is listed among the notables 
there as Alphonsine Plessis, though she called herself Marie DuPlessis (affecting 
noblesse), but she became internationally famous under other names: Marguerite 
Gautier, in the novel La Dame aux caméllias by Alexandre Dumas fils (son of the 
famous Alexandre Dumas who gave us The Three Musketeers and The Count of 
Monte Cristo); Camille, played by Greta Garbo, and many others, in the film of the 
same name; but most of all she is known as Violetta Valéry in Verdi’s seemingly 
immortal opera, La traviata.

	 She was born in Normandy on January 15, 1824. Her father was the son of a 
prostitute and a priest. He owned a draper’s shop, and was a gambler, a drunk and 
a brute. He married Marie-Louise Deshayes who came from more distinguished 
stock, but who made a bad marriage. They had two daughters, Rose and a younger 
sister, but eventually their mother left them with her cousin and fled the brutality 
of her husband. When Rose was eight years old her mother died and her father 
continued to leave the girls with various other relatives who had farms nearby. On 
one of these farms, when she was twelve years old, Rose was raped or seduced by a 
young farmhand. When this was discovered Rose was returned to her father.

	 Within the year, her father decided he was wasting resources sending Rose out 
as a laundress and he sold her outright to a bachelor of seventy who used her 
for a year then sent her back to her father. Not wishing to be responsible for her 
further, he sent Rose to live with relatives in Paris. Soon she would take cheap 
lodgings of her own in the Latin Quarter and make a meager living as a shop 
girl, but by the time she was sixteen, she discovered a more lucrative livelihood. 
She was unusually pretty, with porcelain skin, black hair, enormous dark eyes, 

Program Notes
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and was graced with a quick, intelligent wit and charming candor. She educated 
herself, improved her reading and writing skills, kept up with current events, 
and generally made herself more interesting for her clients. One of her greatest 
achievements was to appear sincerely and blushingly innocent.

	 She began to use the name Marie and picked up a number of lovers who came 
from the highest ranks of French society. Among them were the duc de Guiche-
Gramont, comte Edouard de Perregaux, and near the end of her life, even Franz 
Liszt. When she was twenty, she was taken up by the elderly and very wealthy 
comte de Stackelberg, who had been the Russian ambassador to Vienna. He kept 
her in high style, paying her bills, importing her carriage horses from England, and 
providing boxes in the best theatres in Paris, but she remained in need of deeper 
emotional connection.

	 Her apartment on the elegant boulevard de Madeline (reference to Mary 
Magdalene to whom Marie was particularly devoted) was filled with 18th-century 
furniture, paintings, silks and her modest collection of 200 books. Here, many of 
the brilliant minds of France gathered at her dinner parties, including Eugène Sue, 
Honore de Balzac, Theophile Gautier, and of course, Alexandre Dumas fils. 

	 She met Dumas when they were both eighteen. The illegitimate son of one of the 
most beloved and famous French authors, he was not in the running to become 
one of her intimates until he was more established. It was two years before they 
had a more significant liaison, but one that lasted only one year, as the struggling 
writer was unable to contribute sufficiently to her enormously expensive lifestyle. 
It is reported that her day-to-day living expenses were in excess of 100,000 francs 
annually, and this does not include clothes, carriages, servants, housing, or travel. 

	 While they were together Marie’s tuberculosis was growing obviously worse and 
he insisted that she leave her frantic life in Paris and live quietly with him in the 
countryside. She did this but couldn’t be satisfied with such a quiet life and soon 
returned to Paris. As her illness continued to make itself more evident, and she 
feared for her financial security, she accepted a proposal of marriage from her old 
beau, the comte de Perregaux. They were married in London, but it was a marriage 
in name only and soon she was back in Paris, where the marriage was not legal as 
Perregaux had not published the banns. Their last transaction would occur after 
her death when he had her body moved to a more fitting gravesite.

	 Just five months after her passing, Dumas published La dame aux camellias, 
which was published in a press run of 12,000 copies, all of which sold, but it was 
not until Dumas adapted the book into a drama that the work found its audience. 
In that audience was Giuseppe Verdi and his then mistress Giuseppina Strepponi. 
La traviata would premiere in Venice just two years later. 

	 Today, though there have been more than 20 films, at least four ballets, and 
several plays based on the life of Rose Alphonsine Plessis, it is as Violetta Valéry 
that this young woman is known and celebrated. Obviously, this isn’t because of 
her charms alone, but the many charms of this masterful score, which takes full 
advantage of the allure of its heroine and the finest examples of vocal expression 
of the nineteenth century. It was among the first operas we ever produced, and in 
all that time, audiences have continued to embrace La traviata as one of the most 
cherished evenings in an opera theatre.
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Cast and Artistic Team

Amanda Kingston, Violetta Valéry
SOPRANO
HOMETOWN: MADISON, WISCONSIN 

RECENT ENGAGEMENTS: Magda in La rondine with Opera San José, 
Fiordiligi in Così fan tutte with Opera San José, and Erste dame in Die 
Zauberflote with Madison Opera.

UPCOMING ENGAGEMENTS: Violetta in La traviata with Pacific 
Opera Project, Mimi in La bohème with Opera San Antonio, and 
soprano soloist in Britten's War Requiem with Canterbury Voices 
Oklahoma City.

HIGHLIGHTS: Winner of the Lois Alba Aria Competition, Winner 
of the Lucy Morgan Award in the Shreveport Singer of the Year 
Competition, and District Winner and Regional Finalist in the 
Metropolitan Opera National Council Auditions.

Christina Pezzarossi, Flora Boisvert
MEZZO-SOPRANO
HOMETOWN: MILES CITY, MONTANA

RECENT ENGAGEMENTS: Dorabella (c0ver) in Così fan tutte  with 
Opera San José, apprentice artist with Des Moines Metro Opera, and 
Rosina in The Barber of Seville with Opera Iowa.

UPCOMING ENGAGEMENTS:  Apprentice artist with Des Moines 
Metro Opera, Gertrude in Romeo & Juliet, and Paula in Florencia en 
el Amazonas, both with the Pensacola Opera.

HIGHLIGHTS: Encouragment Award, San Francisco District MONC 
Auditions.

Erin O'Meally, Annina, Violetta's Maid
SOPRANO
HOMETOWN: PINE BEACH, NEW JERSEY

RECENT ENGAGEMENTS: Helen in La belle Hélène with Pocket 
Opera, Yvette (cover) in La rondine with Opera San José, and Phoebe 
in Yeomen of the Guard with Lamplighters Music Theater.

UPCOMING ENGAGEMENTS: Mabel in Pirates of Penzance with 
Lamplighters Music Theater. 

HIGHLIGHTS: First Place in the Henry and Maria Holt Scholarship 
Competition 2018, First Place in the East Bay Opera League 
Competition in 2017, and received Third Place in the James Toland 
Vocal Competition Tier II in summer of 2017.
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Cast and Artistic Team

Pene Pati, Alfredo Germont
TENOR
HOMETOWN: AUCKLAND, NZ (BY WAY OF SAMOA)

RECENT ENGAGEMENTS: Madama Butterfly at Festival Opera New 
Zealand, Symphony Under the Stars in Wellington, NZ, and Sol3 Mio at 
Hawaii Opera Theatre.

UPCOMING ENGAGEMENTS: L'elisir d'amore with New Zealand 
Opera, Roberto Devereaux (cover) with San Francisco Opera, and 
Anna Bolena with L'opera Nationale de Bordeaux.

HIGHLIGHTS: District Sol3 Mio - Multi-platinum, Tucker Gala guest, 
and conductor of Orchestra Wellington - Symphony Under the Stars.

 

Dane Suarez, Alfredo Germont
TENOR
HOMETOWN: PRINCETON, ILLINOIS

RECENT ENGAGEMENTS: Joe in La fanciulla del West with New York 
City Opera, Ely Parker in Appomattox with Washington National 
Opera, and Don José in Carmen with Opera Memphis and Aspen 
Music Festival.

UPCOMING ENGAGEMENTS: Title role in Idomeneo with Opera NEO, 
Pinkerton in Madama Butterfly with Opera San José, and Rodolfo in 
La bohéme with Pacific Opera Project.

HIGHLIGHTS: 2014 semi-finalist Metropolitan Opera National 
Council Auditions, 2017 Mandelker Award with Sarasota Opera, and 
2017 finalist at the Giulio Gari International Voice Competition.

Malcolm MacKenzie, Giorgio Germont
BARITONE
HOMETOWN: DAVIS, CALIFORNIA

RECENT ENGAGEMENTS: Scarpia in Tosca with Opera Omaha, 
Rigoletto in Rigoletto with North Carolina Opera, and Don Alfonso in 
Cosí fan tutte with Opera San José. 

UPCOMING ENGAGEMENTS: Germont in La traviata with Opera 
Colorado, Peter (Father) in Hansel & Gretel with San Diego Opera, 
and Scarpia in Tosca with North Carolina Opera.  

HIGHLIGHTS: Created the role of Roger Chillingworth in the world 
premiere of The Scarlet Letter for Colorado Opera, Metropolitan 
Opera debut in 2010, and over 150 performances with Los Angeles 
Opera. 
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Trevor Neal, Giorgio Germont
BARITONE
HOMETOWN: DALLAS, TEXAS

RECENT ENGAGEMENTS: Rambaldo in La rondine with Opera San 
José and Killian in Der Freischütz with Virginia Opera. 

UPCOMING ENGAGEMENTS: Newport Music Festival in summer 
2018, Henry Davis in Street Scene with Virginia Opera, and Sharpless 
in Madama Butterfly with Opera San José.

HIGHLIGHTS: Grammy nomination for Tyberg Masses with South 
Dakota Chorale, Met San Francisco district winner, and Met Western 
Region Encouragement Award.

Mason Gates, Gastone, Vicomte de Letorieres
TENOR
HOMETOWN: SAN JOSÉ, CALIFORNIA

RECENT ENGAGEMENTS: Prunier in La rondine with Opera San José, 
Don Basilio in The Marriage of Figaro with Livermore Valley Opera, 
Jonathan Dale in Silent Night with Opera San José.

UPCOMING ENGAGEMENTS: Beppe in Pagliacci, Flask in Moby-Dick, 
both with Opera San José.

HIGHLIGHTS: District Winner, San Francisco Metropolitan Auditions 
and Encouragement Award, San Francisco and Utah District 
Audtions.

Philip Skinner, Baron Douphol
BASS-BARITONE
HOMETOWN: JACKSONVILLE, FL

RECENT ENGAGEMENTS:  Bass solos in Dvořák's The American Flag 
with the San Francisco Symphony, The Baron in La traviata with San 
Francisco Opera, and Eric Gold/Ghost of Bazzetti in the West Coast 
premiere of Heggie's Great Scott with the San Diego Opera.

UPCOMING ENGAGEMENTS: Scarpia in Tosca with the Sacramento 
Opera, Arkel in Pélleas et Mélisande with the West Edge Opera, and 
Henry in the world premiere of Howards End, America (Allen Shearer) 
at Z Space, San Francisco.

HIGHLIGHTS: Over 380 performances in 56 productions with San 
Francisco Opera, sang Edgar Ray Killen in the world premiere of 
Philip Glass' Appomattox with San Francisco Opera, and recently 
sang the Marquis de la Force in Dialogues of the Carmelites at the 
Metropolitan Opera.

Cast and Artistic Team CONTINUED



14    La traviata

Babatunde Akinboboye, Marchese D'Obigny
BASS
HOMETOWN: NIGERIA / LOS ANGELES

RECENT ENGAGEMENTS: Dagoo in Moby-Dick with Utah Opera, 
Rebonier in La rondine with Opera San José, and Schaunard in La 
boheme with Opera San Luis Obispo.

UPCOMING ENGAGEMENTS: Private Manny Davis in An American 
Soldier with Opera Theatre St. Louis, and Escamillo in Carmen with 
Pacific Opera Project.

HIGHLIGHTS: Regional Finalist Metropolitan Opera National Council 
Auditions, and Finalist in the International Eisteddfod Vocal Solo 
Competition in Llangollen, Wales.

Colin Ramsey, Dr. Grenvil
BASS
HOMETOWN: GREENWICH, CONNECTICUT

RECENT ENGAGEMENTS: Father Palmer in Silent Night with Opera 
San José, Le Comte des Griuex in Manon with Opera Santa Barbara, 
and Speaker in The Magic Flute with Pacific Symphony. 

UPCOMING ENGAGEMENTS: Figaro in Le nozze di Figaro with Nor-
walk Symphony, and Madama Butterfly with Santa Fe Opera.

HIGHLIGHTS: Encouragement Award from the George London 
Foundation, 3rd Place Rocky Mountain Regional Finals Metropolitan 
Opera National Council.

Kevin Gino, Giuseppe, Violetta's Servant
TENOR
HOMETOWN: DIAMOND BAR, CALIFORNIA

RECENT ENGAGEMENTS: Steersman (cover) in The Flying Dutchman 
with Opera San José, Padre in Man of La Mancha with Cinnabar 
Theater, and Tamino in The Magic Flute with Brevard Music Theater.

UPCOMING ENGAGEMENTS: Bastianello the Younger in John Musto's 
Bastianello, Lorenzo in William Bolcom's Lucrezia, both with San 
Francisco Conservatory of Music, and chorus for Götterdämmerung 
with San Francisco Opera.

HIGHLIGHTS: 2016 encouragement award, San Francisco District for 
Metropolitan Opera National Council auditions. 5th place, East Bay 
Opera League Vocal Competition.

Cast and Artistic Team CONTINUED
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Lazo Mihajlovich, Messenger
BARITONE
HOMETOWN: BLOOMINGTON, INDIANA

RECENT ENGAGEMENTS: Chorus in CosÌ fan tutte and The Flying 
Dutchman, both with Opera San José.

HIGHLIGHTS: Featured soloist with Phoenix Symphony, Captain in 
Eugene Onegin and Betto in Gianni Schicchi, both with the West Bay 
Opera.

Joseph Marcheso
CONDUCTOR 

Joseph Marcheso is the Music Director and Principal Conductor 
of Opera San José. For the 2017-18 season, he serves as principal 
conductor for Wagner’s The Flying Dutchman and Verdi’s La traviata. 
Mr. Marcheso has conducted eighteen productions for OSJ, including 
last season’s West Coast premiere of Puts and Campbell’s Silent 
Night, and Puccini's La bohème.

As staff conductor and cover at the San Francisco Opera, Mr. 
Marcheso worked the productions of many operas including Les 
Troyens, Jenůfa, Show Boat, Die Meistersinger, Partenope, Nixon 
in China, and the world premieres of Mark Adamo’s The Gospel of 
Mary Magdalene, Tobias Picker’s Dolores Claiborne, Bright Sheng’s 
The Dream of the Red Chamber and John Adams’ The Girls of the 
Golden West. Upcoming assignments include Die Walküre and 
Götterdammerung for the SFO Ring this summer and Jake Heggie’s It’s 
a Wonderful Life. He was also on the conducting staff at Washington 
National Opera and has conducted Hailstork’s Joshua’s Boots for the 
young artists of Opera Theatre St. Louis as well as Turandot and Il 
trovatore for Festival Opera. Previously Mr. Marcheso was the Music 
Director for the Amato Opera in New York City.

Andrew Whitfield
CHORUS MASTER

In the eight seasons that Andrew Whitfield has been with Opera 
San José he has prepared the choruses for 27 productions and has 
conducted 16.

In 2012 he joined the music staff of the San Francisco Opera for a 
production of Lohengrin and returned in 2016 for the world premiere 
of Bright Sheng’s Dream of the Red Chamber conducted by George 
Manahan. This year he joined the music staff of the San Francisco 
Symphony as assistant/cover conductor for concerts featuring 
conductor Krzysztof Urbanski. He will return this spring for concerts 
featuring Susanna Mälkki, Pablo Heras-Casado, Edward Gardner and 
Semyon Bychkov. The spring will also take Whitfield to Minnesota 
Opera where he will prepare the chorus for a production of Thaïs.

Cast and Artistic Team CONTINUED
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Shawna Lucey
STAGE DIRECTOR

Shawna Lucey makes her directorial debut in OSJ’s 2017-18 
production of Verdi’s La traviata. Ms. Lucey is an American theater 
and opera director based in New York City. She completed her 
undergraduate degrees in Theater (BA) and Italian (BA) at the 
University of Texas at Austin. After working in the Barnard and 
Columbia Theater department as well as at the world-famous Bread 
and Puppet Theater, she moved to Russia in order to pursue a 
Master’s degree.

Her first project in Moscow, directing and designing a puppet version 
of Primo Levi’s If This is a Man, performed at the Moscow Art Theater 
and toured within Russia. During her five years in Russia, she 
pursued work with theater institutions while completing her MFA in 
Directing & Movement from the Boris Schukin Theatre Institute of 
the Vakhtangov Theater in Moscow. She studied with Andrei Droznin, 
Andrei Schukin, Sergei Zemtsov, and Igor Zolotovitski, covering 
the history of Russian theater training, including the techniques of 
Vsevolod Meyerhold, Evgeny Vakhtangov, Konstantin Stanislavski, 
and Michael Chekhov. 

Ms. Lucey has since worked at the Santa Fe Opera, Houston Grand 
Opera, San Francisco Opera, Lyric Opera of Chicago, the Bolshoi 
Theater and Schauspiel Hannover. Upcoming engagements include 
directing L'italiana in Algeri with Santa Fe Opera, and Tosca with San 
Francisco Opera.

Dennis Doubin
CO-CONDUCTOR 

Conductor Dennis Doubin makes his Opera San José debut in the 
2017-18 season, conducting the April 27th and 29th performances of 
Verdi’s La traviata. A member of San Francisco Opera music staff, 
Mr. Doubin recently conducted Puccini’s La bohème at the War 
Memorial Opera House. He has led Henderson Symphony Orchestra 
(Nevada) in performances, and has worked at Los Angeles Opera 
where he assisted Placido Domingo on Verdi’s Requiem and James 
Conlon on two-time Grammy Award winning production of Weil’s 
Rise and Fall of the City of Mahagonny. He has also collaborated with 
Seattle Opera’s young artist program’s tour of Tchaikovsky’s Eugene 
Onegin.

At San Francisco Opera, Mr. Doubin works closely with many 
esteemed conductors and vocalists. A sought after pianist, Mr. 
Doubin has collaborated with many of opera’s luminaries that 
include Renee Fleming, Anna Netrebko, Diana Damrau, Leah 
Crocetto, Dolora Zajick, Placido Domingo, Ramon Vargas, Brandon 
Jovanovich, Michael Fabiano, Stephen Costello, Bryn Terfel, George 
Gagnidze, Ildar Abdrazakov and others. Mr. Doubin began his 
musical education at the Moscow Choral Academy and graduated 
from San Francisco Opera’s Merola and Adler programs.

Cast and Artistic Team CONTINUED
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Eric Flatmo
SET DESIGNER

Erik Flatmo’s set designs are re-mounted for OSJ’s 2017-18 
production of La traviata. Mr. Flatmo’s OSJ design credits include 
sets for Tosca, Eugene Onegin and The Magic Flute. As a freelance set 
designer based in San Francisco, Mr. Flatmo recently designed sets 
for The Government Inspector and The Imaginary Invalid for American 
Conservatory Theatre (A.C.T.). He has designed many productions 
at The Magic Theatre as well as the operas La Cenerentola and 
Transformations for San Francisco Opera’s Merola Program.

Other design credits include projects with Joe Goode Performance 
Group, California Shakespeare Theatre, and Florida’s Asolo 
Repertory Theatre. 

Elizabeth Poindexter
COSTUME DESIGNER

Elizabeth Poindexter serves as costume designer for the 2017-18 
productions of Mozart’s Così fan tutte, Puccini’s La rondine, and 
Verdi’s La traviata. Previous OSJ design credits include Puccini’s 
Tosca, the world premiere of Weiser’s Where Angels Fear to Tread, and 
Humperdinck’s Hansel and Gretel. Costume design credits for other 
companies include work for American Musical Theatre of San José, 
California Shakespeare Festival, and the San Jose Repertory Theatre.

As a member of the design faculty of the Television, Radio, Film and 
Theatre Department of SJSU she designed over 150 productions. She 
is an active member of the Costume Commission of the United States 
Institute for Theatre Technology and a founding member of the Bay 
Area Costumers’ Alliance.

Pamila Z. Gray
LIGHTING DESIGNER 

Pamila Z. Gray returns during OSJ’s 2017-18 season to create lighting 
designs Verdi’s La traviata. Most recently, Ms. Gray served as 
lighting designer for last season’s Puts and Campbell’s Silent Night 
and Puccini’s La bohème. Other productions in which her work 
has been featured include The Marriage of Figaro, Verdi’s Rigoletto, 
Humperdinck’s Hansel and Gretel, Puccini’s Madama Butterfly, 
and Strauss’ Die Fledermaus. She has created lighting designs for 
several companies in the San Francisco Bay Area including American 
Musical Theatre, TheatreWorks, San Jose Rep, Sacramento Opera, 
and Marin Theatre Company. She has also designed in Los Angeles, 
Portland, Seattle, Sacramento, and Colorado Springs.

Before moving to California, she spent time in Houston, TX where 
she designed for The Alley Theatre, Houston Grand Opera, and 
Theatre Under The Stars, among others.

Cast and Artistic Team CONTINUED



18    La traviata

Michelle Klaers D'Alo
CHOREOGRAPHER
Michelle Klaers D’Alo made her company debut in the 2017-18 season 
as choreographer for Puccini’s La rondine. Ms. D’Alo attended both 
the San Francisco Ballet School and American Ballet Theater ABT® 
School. She received her B.A. in Dance from University of California, 
Irvine in 2002 under the William J. Gillespie Scholarship. Ms. D’Alo 
danced for Inland Pacific Ballet, Redlands Festival Ballet and Inland 
Dance Theater. In 2004, she joined the original cast of Disney’s Snow 
White directed by Eric Shaeffer and choreographed by Karma Camp, 
in the role of the “Bluebird”. She continued to perform for Disney for 
many years. She joined the faculty of The New Ballet School, teaching 
the ABT ® American Ballet Theater Curriculum and became an ABT ® 
Affiliate exam teacher in March of 2016.

Christina Martin
WIG AND MAKEUP DESIGNER

Christina Martin returns during the 2017-18 season as wig/make-up 
designer for Mozart’s Così fan tutte, Puccini’s La rondine, Wagner’s 
The Flying Dutchman and Verdi’s La traviata. Ms. Martin made her 
company debut the previous season, designing wigs and makeup for 
Rossini’s The Barber of Seville, Kevin Puts and Mark Campbell’s Silent 
Night, and Puccini’s La bohème. 

Ms. Martin graduated from San José State University in 2007, and 
began working for Opera San José the same year. She is a Bay Area 
native who has been working in the wig and makeup industry 
throughout Northern California for such companies as the San 
Francisco Ballet, American Conservatory Theater, and Opera 
Parallele. She is currently employed with the San Francisco Opera as 
a principal makeup artist, show foreman, and a wig shop artisan. As 
a Regional Member of Hollywood’s Makeup Artists and Hairstylists 
guild IATSE Local 706, Ms. Martin has had the pleasure of working 
for film, television, and multimedia, along with opera and theater.

Cast and Artistic Team CONTINUED
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OPERA SAN JOSÉ BOX OFFICE		
ADMINISTRATION OFFICES		
2149 Paragon Drive 		
San Jose, CA 95131
(408)437-4450 M-F, 9am-6pm
www.operasj.org

CALIFORNIA THEATRE BOX OFFICE
408-437-4450 Open 90 minutes prior 
to performance and when Opera San José is 
in residence at the theater.

GROUP SALES
Dennis Keefe, Box Office Manager
408-437-4450, boxoffice@operasj.org
groups of 10 or more receive special rates.

GUEST APPEARANCES
Opera San José artists or speakers are 
available to community groups, corpora-
tions, and schools. Contact Lettie Smith at            
smith@operasj.org or call 408-437-4464.

LEAVING THE HOUSE OR LATECOMERS 
If, for whatever reason, you must leave the 
performance, you will only be readmitted at 
the next intermission. Latecomers will not 
be admitted during performance. Patrons 
arriving late may watch the performance on 
a television monitor in the lobby.

LISTENING DEVICES
Please ask an usher to direct you to the coat 
check.

WARNING
The use of cameras and all kinds of record-
ing equipment is strictly forbidden.

EXITS
The lighted exit sign nearest your seat is the 
shortest route out of theatre. In case of an 
emergency, please do not run, Walk Through 
The Nearest Exit.

2017-2018 ARTIST FELLOWSHIP SPONSORS

Mason Gates	 Mary & Clinton Gilliland *Exclusive Sponsor

Katharine Gunnink	 Gibson Walters Memorial Fund
Amanda Kingston	 Profs. John Heineke & 
	 Catherine Montfort
	 Don & Jan Schmidek
Trevor Neal	 Amici di Musica Bella
	 Doreen James		
	 San José Opera Guild
	 Anonymous sponsor
Dane Suarez	 Anonymous sponsor
Brad Dalton 	 San José Opera Guild



20    La traviata

OPERA HAS BEEN
PART OF YOUR LIFE.

MAKE IT PART OF YOUR LEGACY.

In addition to the satisfaction that 
comes from knowing you have made 
a difference in the lives of others, 
the best gift plans combine your 
philanthropic giving with your financial 
needs and tax-planning strategies. 
Through creative gift planning, you can 
secure your own future, as well as ours.

There are many ways to remember 
Opera San José in your estate plans. 
You can name Opera San José as a 
beneficiary in your will or trust, or 
bequeth an insurance policy or an 
IRA/401(k) account. You can even 
establish a charitable gift annuity, 
which will provide you with a monthly 
payment and immediate tax deduction, 
with the remainder of the trust 
becoming a gift to the company after 
your passing. Naming Opera San José 
in your estate plan also qualifies you 
to become a member of the Irene Dalis 
Legacy Society.

For more information about planned 
giving and the Irene Dalis Legacy 
Society, please contact Noritaka Okada, 
Individual Giving Manager at 408-437-
4460, or Opera San José Board Director 
Jeanne McCann at 408-268-6681.
To ensure that your gift accomplishes 
your goals according to your wishes, we 
recommend that you  
obtain the professional counsel of an 
attorney who specializes in  
estate planning.

THE IRENE DALIS LEGACY SOCIETY
(as of March 15, 2018)

CHERYL ADAMS
TRICIA & TIM ANDERSON
BARBARA BARRETT
MARTHA BEST
ROBERT & DIANE CLAYPOOL
ROSE CRIMI
GEORGE & SUSAN CROW
WENDY DEWELL
DOROTHY & RICHARD DORSAY
DR. JAMES & SUSAN DYER
AGA GOODSELL & PAUL KELLER
FRED & PEGGY HEIMAN
JAMES JACKSON
JEANNE L. MCCANN
KEVIN MCGIBONEY & NANCY LUTZOW
D.G. MITCHELL
HEIDI MUNZINGER
DR. H. ANDREA NEVES
NANCY NIELSEN
ELIZABETH POINDEXTER
LEE & SHIRLEY ROSEN
MARTHA SANFORD
JAN & DON SCHMIDEK
JOHN SHOTT
DR. LARRY STERN
ROGER & ISOBEL STURGEON
MARILYN EVE TAGHON
LAWRENCE A. & GENEVIEVE H. 
TARTAGLINO
JAN TELESKY
MELITA WADE THORPE
MARGARET & DICKSON TITUS
ALBERT J. VIZINHO
BRADFORD WADE & LINDA RIEBEL
SHERYL WALTERS
MICHAEL & LAURIE WARNER
MR. & MRS. C. WHITBY-STREVENS
RICHARD & PHYLLIS WHITNEY
THREE ANONYMOUS
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OFFICERS

Gillian Moran
Board President

N. Eric Jorgensen
Sr. Vice President
General Counsel

Laurie Warner
Vice President & Chair,
Governance Committee

Gerard L. Seelig
Vice President & Chair, 
Audit Committee

Dr. H. Andrea Neves
Vice President & Chair,
Development Committee

Fred Heiman
Vice President & Chair, 
Finance/Investments, Treasurer, 
Long Range Planning Commit-
tees

Jeanne McCann
Vice President & Chair,
Planned Giving and Special 
Events Committees

Rita Elizabeth Horiguchi
Vice President & Chair,
Nominating Committee 

Glen Gould
Board Secretary

DIRECTORS

Barbara Brosh

Richard Dorsay, M.D.

Frank Fiscalini

Glen Gould

Fred Heiman

Peggy Heiman

Rita Elizabeth Horiguchi

Jennifer A.R. Hsu

N. Eric Jorgensen

William R. Lambert

Jeanne L. McCann

Gillian Moran

Dr. H. Andrea Neves

Gerard Seelig

Marilyn Sefchovich

Vijay Vaidyanathan

Dr. Brian Ward

Laurie Warner

PAST PRESIDENTS

Maxwell Bloom
1983–1984

Frank Fiscalini
1984–1987

Gordon Brooks
1987–1989

Kitty Spaulding
1989–1992

Michael Kalkstein
1992–1994

Mary Reber
1994–1995

Martha Sanford
1995–1998

Richard O. Whitney
1998–2001

Frank M. Veloz
2001–2004

Joe Pon
2004–2007

George Crow
2007–2010

Laurie Warner
2010-2017

Board of Directors

Mission Statement

Opera San José is dedicated to maintaining a resident company of opera singers 
with whom we present compelling, professional opera performances, while creat-
ing and providing cultural and educational programs that both enrich the opera-
going experience and encourage future generations of artists and audiences. 
Opera San José also provides technical assistance to other organizations.
Founded in 1984, Opera San José is unique in that it is the only year-long resident 
opera company in the nation. Members of the resident company form the core of 
the artistic staff for main-stage productions as well as educational programs.
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Artistic/Music
ARTISTIC PLANNING  
DIRECTOR, COURTESY OF 
THE PACKARD HUMANITIES 
INSTITUTE
Khori Dastoor

ARTISTIC ADMINISTRATOR
Nicholas Dold

RESIDENT CONDUCTOR
Andrew Whitfield

GUEST CONDUCTORS
Peter Grunberg 
Christopher Larkin
Jane Glover

HEAD OF MUSIC STAFF
Veronika Agranov - Dafoe

COACHING/ACCOMPANYING 
STAFF
Veronika Agranov - Dafoe 
Ronny Greenberg 
Victoria Lington 
Ihang Lin

ORCHESTRA LIBRARIAN
Tim Spears
Noah Luna

SUPERTITLE CUEING
Victoria Lington
Amy Cheng

Production/Technical
TECHNICAL DIRECTOR
John Draginoff

COSTUME DIRECTOR
Alyssa Oania

PRODUCTION MANAGERS
Kelly Mack
Al Saunders

STAGE DIRECTOR 
Shawna Lucey

SET DESIGNER
Eric Flatmo

Larry Hancock GENERAL DIRECTOR
Joseph Marcheso MUSIC DIRECTOR AND PRINCIPAL CONDUCTOR

LIGHTING DESIGNER
Pamila Z. Gray

COSTUME DESIGNER
Elizabeth Poindexter

WIG AND MAKEUP DESIGNER
Christina Martin

PRODUCTION STAGE  
MANAGER
Bethanie Baeyen

ASSISTANT STAGE  
DIRECTOR
Jimmy Marcheso

ASSISTANT STAGE  
MANAGERS
Emi Komatsu 
Philip Jacke

MASTER ELECTRICIAN
Matthew Vandercook

HOUSE ELECTRICIAN
Bob Smay

ELECTRICIANS
Harris Meyers 
Joseph Hilde
Sean Kramer

DECK STEWARD
Lesley Willgohs

FLYRAIL OPERATOR
Cindy Parker

SCENE SHOP SUPERVISORS
Christopher Kesel

CARPENTERS 
Steve Van Riper
Chris Tucker
Joseph Hidde
Scott Farnworth
James McCambridge

 

HOUSE SOUND
Tom Johnson

SCENIC CHARGE ARTIST
Renee Jankowski

SCENIC ARTISTS
Karen McNulty

PROPERTIES MASTER
Lori Scheper-Kesel

PROPERTIES ARTISAN
Christopher Kesel

IATSE LOCAL 134 CREW
Tom Johnson
Bob Moreno 
Cindy Parker 
Bob Smay 
Lesley Willgohs 
Tom Johnson

PROPERTIES RUNNER
Alison Froke
STAGE HANDS
David Chambers 
Rebecca Bradley
Michelle Shuen
Sean Kramer
James McCambridge
Avery McKeithan
Ray Garcia

SCENE SHOP ADMIN              
VOLUNTEER
Barbara Brosh

CUTTER/DRAPERS
Marina Agabekov
Emma Vossbrink

FIRST HANDS
Kitty Wilson
Larisa Zaiko
STITCHERS
Neliy Davood Pireh Anhar
Kyo Yohena

Staff
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WARDROBE CREW
David Radosevich 
Emma Vossbrink            
Kyo Yohena

WIG AND MAKEUP  
SUPERVISOR 
Christina Martin 
IATSE LOCAL 706

WIG/MAKEUP ASSISTANTS 
Sharon Peng
IATSE LOCAL 706

Lisa Poe
IATSE LOCAL 706

Erica Villanueva
IATSE LOCAL 706

Dulce-Maria Gastelum

Resident Company
Mason Gates
Katharine Gunnink
Amanda Kingston
Trevor Neal
Dane Suarez

Guest Artist
Babatunde Akinboboye
Noah DeMoss
Kevin Gino
Malcolm MacKenzie
Lazo Mihajlovich
Erin O'Meally
Christina Pezzarossi
Colin Ramsey
Philip Skinner

Administration
DIRECTOR OF FINANCE 
Donna Lara

ACCOUNTANT
James Wai

HR ADMINISTRATION
Charmaine Olacio-Vallejo

FACILITITIES MANAGER
Jorge Vallejo

Development
DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT 
Aaron St. Clair Nicholson

DEVELOPMENT MANAGER 
Michelle Klaers D'Alo

WEBMASTER, EDUCATION, 
GRANTS
Lettie Smith

INDIVIDUAL GIVING  
MANAGER
Noritaka Okada

DEVOLOPMENT INTERN
Sarah Aaldering

Marketing
DIRECTOR OF MARKETING
Aaron St. Clair Nicholson

COMMUNICATIONS MANAGER 
Chris Jalufka

ART DIRECTOR 
Chris Jalufka

PHOTOGRAPHERS
Pat Kirk 
Robert Shomler
Renee Jankowski

COPY EDITING
Yumiko Harada
Lettie Smith

Box Office
MANAGER
Dennis Keefe

BOX OFFICE ASSISTANT
Yumiko Harada

TO DONATE AND BE A PART 

OF OUR STORIED LEGACY 

CALL NORITAKA OKADA 

AT (408) 437-4460
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BRAVO! TO OUR DONORS, THE LIFEBLOOD OF OPERA SAN JOSÉ! 
This listing reflects cumulative cash donations, pledges and matching gifts          

recorded March 1, 2017 to March 15, 2018

CORPORATE
$50,000 and above
The Applied Materials 
Foundation

$5,000 to $9,999
Nordstrom

$1,000 to $4,999
MWT Associates Inc.

Under $999
X

FOUNDATIONS
$100,000 and above
The William and Flora 
Hewlett Foundation
The Packard Humanities 
Institute

$50,000 to $99,999
The David and Lucile 
Packard Foundation

$10,000 to $49,999
The Kieve Foundation
The Eugene McDermott 
Foundation

$5,000 to $9,999
Metropolitan Group
Lorraine and Gerard 
Seelig Foundation

$1,000 to $4,999
The Greenside 
Foundation
Italian American 
Heritage Foundation
The Markkula 
Foundation
Simon Strauss 
Foundation
The Donor-Advisors of 
the Surf Pony Fund
One anonymous gift

Under $999
Amazon Smile
Bright Funds Foundation
Larson Family Fund
Metro C2SV Community 
Fund
Silicon Valley Creates

PUBLIC SECTOR
City of San José

ORGANIZATIONS /
CLUBS
$5,000 and above
Amici di Musica Bella
San José Opera Guild

$1,000 to $4,999
Wagner Society of 
Northern California

Under $999

Amici D'Oro Club 
Assured Life Association
Friends of Opera San 
José
Giving Assistant
Nova Vista Symphony 
Association Inc.
Opera Bridge
Orchard City 
Community Chorus
San José Woman’s Club
Silicon Bay Recorder 
Society
Valley Village Resident 
Council

Thank You, Opera San José Century Club Members!
Opera San José Century Club celebrates our loyal donors who have  

surpassed $100,000 in cumulative giving to Opera San José.
We applaud your remarkable generosity and loyalty. We thank you for your out-

standing investment preserving the culture of our community  
and the continued health of Opera San José.

We are deeply grateful to you.
Bravissimo!

Tricia & Tim 
Anderson
Jean Brandt
Catherine Bullock
Mimi & Eric Carlson
George & Susan Crow
Mary & Clinton 
Gilliland

Fred & Peggy Heiman
Profs. John Heineke & 
Catherine Montfort
Doreen James
Mary Louise Johnson
Robert S. Kieve
Jeanne L. McCann
Mrs. Averill Q. Mix

Pamela & David W. 
Packard
Martha Sanford & 
Gary Hong
Jan & Don Schmidek
Roger & Isobel 
Sturgeon
Dave  Thompson

Michael & Laurie 
Warner
Richard & Phyllis 
Whitney
Four anonymous gifts 

C E N T U R Y  C L U B
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DOUBLE YOUR DONATION!
Does your employer offer a matching gift program? You might be eligible for a match-
ing gift. Ask your HR department today if your employer will make your gift have twice 
the impact, and inform Opera San José of the process required by your company for 
this meaningful support, if available.

Applied Materials

Adobe Systems 
Incorporated

Brocade Communications 
Systems, Inc.

Chevron

Cisco

Conocophillips

eBay

Electronic Arts

GE Foundation

Google

Harris Bank

Hewlett Packard

Hewlett Packard 
Enterprise

The William and Flora 
Hewlett Foundation

IBM Corporation

Intel Corporation

Johnson & Johnson

Matterport

Microsoft

Netflix

Nvidia

Oracle

Pacific Gas & Electric 
Company

SAP Software & Solutions

Shell Oil Company 
Foundation

Synopsys

Texas Instruments

Volkswagen 

Matching Gift Donors

PRODUCERS CIRCLE
$50,000 and above
Ruth Laine Bauer*
Eloise Bouye*
Werner Cohn*
Mary & Clinton Gilliland
Howard W. Golub*

GENERAL  
DIRECTOR'S CIRCLE
$25,000 to $49,999
Willis D. Perkins*
Richard & Hannelore 
Romney
Dave & Carol* 
Thompson

CONDUCTORS CIRCLE
$15,000 to $24,999
Barbara G. Akin
Jim Beatty
Prof. John M. Heineke 
& Prof. Catherine R. 
Montfort
Jeanne L. McCann
Mrs. Averill Q. Mix
Melody Walsh
Dr. & Mrs. C. Whitby-
Strevens
Rose Zukas*
One anonymous gift

DESIGNERS CIRCLE
$10,000 to $14,999
Elizabeth F. Adler

George & Susan Crow
Glen Gould & Bunny 
Laden
Fred & Peggy Heiman
Doreen James
Tom & Gillian Moran
Dr. H. Andrea Neves
Jan & Don Schmidek
One anonymous gift

THEATRE CIRCLE
$5,000 to $9,999
Tricia & Tim Anderson
Anna M. Bagniewska & 
Denis St. Jean
Mandy Behe
Doris & Alan Burgess
Mimi & Eric Carlson
Dorothy & Richard 
Dorsay
Rita Elizabeth Horiguchi
Marjorie Johnson
Mary Louise Johnson
Eric Jorgensen
Dr. William R. Lambert
Cathy & Dick Lampman
Mr. & Mrs. Robert 
Leeper
D.G. Mitchell
Dr. Henry Nattrass
Dr. Jakob Nielsen & 
Hannah Kain
Jim & Alice Orth
Jackie Pighini

Walter & Ramona Reichl
Marilyn Sefchovich
Laura Sternberg
Jan Telesky
Bradford Wade & Linda 
Riebel
Dr. Brian Ward
Michael & Laurie Warner
Dr. Herbert Weil & Dr. 
Anabel Anderson Imbert
Mariquita West, MD
One anonymous gift

PARAGON CIRCLE
$2,000 to $4,999
Daniel & Priscilla Amend
Drs. Charlene 
Archibeque & Robert 
Melnikoff
Nevenka & Nebojsa 
Avdalovic
Dr. Alfonso Banuelos & 
Suzanne Wittrig
Nancy C. Bean
Elfi Berkowitz & Thomas 
Geisler
Bill & Ginny Berner
Josef &  Phyllis 
Bismanovsky
Leon Bonner & Redge 
Meixner
Nina Boyd
James & Margaret Brady
Pamela & Craig Carper

INDIVIDUAL DONORS 
Carolle J. Carter & Jess 
Kitchens
John & Agnes Caulfield
Paul & Marijane 
Chestnut
Isabel Chiu, CPA
Helen E. Conway
Emily Crawford
Alfio & Gerry Crema
Donald & Betty D'Angelo
Dr. Adnan* & Pat Daoud 
Richard & Doris Davis
Jane Decker
Kathy & Al DiFrancesco
Dr. James & Susan Dyer
Geoffrey & Norma Egan
Maureen Ellenberg
Donald & Janice Elliott
Mr. & Mrs. John P. 
Eurich
M.M. Feldman & Rick 
Morris
Bob & Alice Fenton
Frank Fiscalini
Georgiana & John 
Flaherty
Shirley J. Foreman & 
Alberta Brierly
Michael & Judith Gaulke
Janice & Mel Goertz
Mr. & Mrs. Eduardo 
Grisetti
Andrea & Volker Hampel

*Deceased



26    La traviata

Kathryn Hall & Richard 
Neilson
Mr. & Mrs. William H. 
Harmon, Jr.
David G. Hough
Mary Idso
Ilene & Ken Imboden
Jim & Pat Jackson
Patricia E Janes, TTEE
Michael Kalkstein & 
Susan English
Bonnie Lee Kellogg
Phil & Judy Livengood
Sylvia & Paul Lorton, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Denis Lynch
Orla MacLean
Tom MacRostie
Joan Mansour
Janet McDaniel
Mr. & Mrs. McKnight
Chris & Katie Metzger
Barry & Rosemarie 
Mirkin
Barbara Molony & 
Thomas Turley
David Muhlitner & Peggy 
Kilduff
Heidi Munzinger & John 
Shott
Tom Myers & Hartono 
Sutanto
Diane K. Nelson & 
Marshall Marlowe
Cynthia & Ken Newton
Don Nymoen
Jane Oglesby
Paul & Jo O'Neil
Ahmad & Ruth Orandi
Kent Owen 
Maria Norma Martinez 
Palmer
Bob & Bonnie Peterson
Randy Presuhn & 
Timothy Nguyen
Marian Rees
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Riggio
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph J. 
Rizzuto
Richard & Barbara Roof

Mr. & Mrs. Laurence L. 
Rosier
Joy Sakai
Lucinda Sanchagrin & 
Dennis McLean

Patricia & James Schaaf
Jack & Judy Schneider
Connie & David Sealer
Dr. Pieter & Jacqui Smith
Ms. Linda Snyder 
Scott & Gayle Spencer
Janet & Robert Strain
Richard & Jo Anna 
Strawbridge
Mark & Elizabeth 
Striebeck 
Melita Wade Thorpe
Dr. May Loo & Dr. 
William Thurston
Janice Toyoshima
Richard & Phyllis 
Whitney
Dennis & Marianne 
Wilcox
Ellen C. Wynn
Six anonymous gifts

SHOWCASE CIRCLE
$1,000 to $1,999
Joyce Allegro & Gerald 
Sheridan
Jeanne & Michael 
Althouse
Richard Anderson
Richard J. Andrews
Joseph & Frankie 
Armstead
Mary T. Baiamonte 
Shirley E. Bailey
A. Bayman & M. Arlock
Donald H. Bentsen
Robin Beresford

Emily & Stephen 
Berman
Gene Bernardini
Marlene Bollhoffer
Michele Bonnett

Ken Borelli
Judith Borlase
Barbara F. Borthwick
Patti Bossert & Charles 
Chew
Robert & Mara 
Bronstone
Ann Brown
Steve & Vicky Brozovich
David Burke & Victoria 
Burton Burke
Dick & Pat Calfee
Mary Esther Candee
Virginia A. Carpio
Park & Joan 
Chamberlain
Deal & Nancy 
Christensen
William M. Conlon & 
Judith E. Schwartz
Sonia DeHazes
Tom & Clara DiStefano
Ellen Donnelly
Deborah Edginton
Lynn Evans & Fred 
Saunders
Carolyn & Brian George
Mr. & Mrs. Argo 
Gherardi
Drs. Lucia & Jack Gilbert
David & Janice Gilman
BenJoaquin Gouverneur 
& Khori Dastoor
Helen & Dr. Glenn 
Hakanson
Charles F. Hanes
Helen Helson

Cheryl Holt
Dr. & Mrs. Pearce 
Hurley
James & Elizabeth 
Iverson
Linda Izquierdo
Klaus & Maria Jaeger
Bonnie Jain
Dennis & Sheryl 
Johnson 
Jeraldine Johnson
Redjack Johnson
David & Jeanne 
Jorgensen 
Albert Klail
Victoria Knox
Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Kondo 
Mr. & Mrs. Paul A. 
Kuckein
Anders Kugler
Mr. Phil Kurjan
Doug & Rasha La Porte
Norman Lariviere & 
Carolyn Lund
Cathy & Steve Lazarus
Izzy Lewis & Phil Park
Russell Lindgren
Sally & Tom Logothetti
Don Lowry & Lynore 
Tillim
Maxine & Ray Lubow 
Scott Lurndal
Jonathan Lynam
Jeanne Lyons
Philip & Margaret Ma
Karen & David 
MacQueen
Ernest March
William McCraw & Janet 
Muscio
Kevin McGiboney & 
Nancy Lutzow
Stephen & Janet Miller
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas G 
Moore
Tony Nespole MD
Adriane Niehaus 
Linda Olcott

Donors CONTINUED

DOES YOUR COMPANY 
MATCH YOUR GIFT?
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Gabrile Ondine
Joseph Palmer & Nikki 
Kim
Janice Paull
Joyce E Peloian & Gary 
McCrea
Joe Pon & George Duran
Nancy Pyeatt
Alice Ramsauer
Marjorie Rauch
Stephen & Denise 
Rawlinson
Donald & Marilyn 
Richardson
Carol Richardson Cole
Robert Savoie
Charles & Norma 
Schlossman
MaryLou Schoone
Joyce & Campbell Scott
Mort & Alba Sherin
Mr. & Mrs. R.W. Shomler
Colette A. Siegel
Darby Siempelkamp & 
Michael Kresser
Robert & Carmen Sigler
Alice & Robert Skurko
Todd & Sandy Smith
Mary Stradner
H. James Tellefson
Mary Alice & David 
Thornton
Nancy Valencia
Vosti, Gordon & Marcia
Karlette Warner & Ward 
Hoffman
Dr. & Ms. Saul & Judith 
Wasserman
Alice Weigel
Neil Wilhelm & Laura 
Hill
Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence 
Williams
Fred & C J. Wirth
Susan & Jonathan 
Wittwer
Ellen C. Wynn
Susan Yost

Five anonymous gifts

SUPPORTERS CIRCLE
$500 to $999
Jane Alejandro
Carolyn Hyott & Toby & 
Michael Alexander
Zachary Baker
Ray & Lynda Barbieri
Matthew Barnard & Lee 
Ramsey
Joyce Bartlett
Martha C. Beattie
Celia Bell
Mario & Rose Belotti
Walter Bentson
Hal & Beverly Berry
Donald Best
Marcia Bieber
Dr. Arthur & Susan 
Biedermann
Matthew W. Bien & 
Grace T. Lee
Donna & William Biretta
Andrew & Brenda Birrell
Rob & Letty Block
David & Hildegard* 
Borror
LaVonne & Jean-Pierre 
Bouchez
Kathleen Bowden
Edward & Nancy Bowen
Jim & Carolyn Bowen 
John Breakwell
Michaela Brody 
Virginia L. Brown
Penny & Preston Brunst
Catherine Bullock
Ann & Larry Byler
Dr. Edward & Marjorie 
Cahn
Rick Callison & Shauna 
Mika
Erie Carruthers
Corinne Elliott Carter 
Dennise M. Carter 
Linda Turner Cato
Judy Chamberlain
Louise A. Chamberlin

Crystal Chow
Robert & Diane Claypool
Mark & Maggie Cogdill
Arthur Colman & Pilar 
Montero
Debbie Frantz Corazzelli
Rose Crimi
Jonathan R. & Anne W. 
Cross
Elena & Ron Danielson
Walt & Peggy D'Ardenne
Victoria L. Davis
Richard & Maureen 
DeBolt
Marvin Del Chiaro
Robert Dennis
Edward Dias
Joe & Carolyn Dickinson
Marilyn & Frank Dorsa
Eric Doughty
Katherine Duffy
Jim & Ann Dunn
David & Liyuza Eisbach
M.J. Elich
Tom & Pauline Ferrito
Alex Gelber & Linda Wolf
Orville Goering
Michael Good & JoAnn 
Close
Ruth M. Gordon
Gryphon Financial 
Group, Inc.
Philip & Kathleen Gust 
Jim & Linda* Hagan
Elizabeth Hall
Mr. Larry Hancock
K. Haydel & S. Jackson
Anita Hendrickson
Kali & Narada Hess
Fred & Leelane Hines
David & Lynn Hirschfeld
Mark & Havol Hodes
DeForrest & Bonnie 
Home
Randall & Carle Hylkema
Bill & Danielle James

Mary James & George 
Cook
Trixie & Doug Johnson
Dale & Jane Jordan
Alice Kadonaga
Alan & Carol Kaganov
Ray & Laurel Kaleda
Richard & Gayle Karsen
Jason Paul Kazarian
Mary M. & Harry Kelly
David A. Koerner
Donald Krenn
Carol & Jim Lathrop 
Robert & Margaret 
Lawson
Judith Leahy
Speed & Connie Leas
Dr. Hong Fang Lee
Barbara & David Leeson
Shirley Leisses & Hicks 
Williams
Morton & Elaine Levine
Don & Dorothy Lewis
Sophia Liu
Curt Luck
Peter Marra
Stephen Martin
Katherine Mason
A. Kirk McKenzie
Richard & Junetta 
McKewan
Howard McKinney
David & Erika Meinhardt
Robert J. Miller
Duncan Missimer 
Barbara Nicoara & 
George Lewis
John R. & Elsa Nimmo 
Ken Odom
Gerald & Ellen Oicles
Mr. & Mrs. Aare Onton
Dr. & Mrs. Hans Orup 
Denise Owen
Paul & Jan Panell 
Marilyn Perry
Phillip W. Pugh 
Marc Randolph

Donors CONTINUED

*Deceased
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SUPPORTERS CIRCLE

$500 to $999
Tom Ranweiler
Arvo & Astrid Rehemets
Joyce & Bob Rhodes
Bryan Rodriguez & Jean-
Marie White
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Rolla

Mr. & Mrs. Lee Rosen
Doron & Miriam Rotman
Jonathan Rubenstein
Karin Rumstedt
Bob & Terri Ryan
Sandra J. Savage
William D. Scharf
A. Schumaker

Donors CONTINUED

Robert Selinske
Ursula Shultz
J.H. Silveira M.D.
Regina Sleater & Dean 
Dunsmore
Dane & Marnie Snow
Fern Wollrich-Jaffe
William Woodcock
Chien-Gsueb Wu

William & Patricia Zahrt
Drs. Robert & Antonette 
Zeiss
Stephen & Connie Zilles
Ieva Zvargulis & William 
Robertson
Frank Zwart & Julia 
Armstrong-Zwart
Eight anonymous gifts

        FANS
       $100 to $499
	 Mike Abeles, Billie Abrams, Carmen Ackmann, Bruce T. Ahnberg, Judith Aissen & James Clifford, 

D. D. Akers, Bruce & Rina Allen, Antonio & Elizabeth Alvarez, Carol Alvey, Adonna Amoroso, Linda 
Anderson, Leslie & Richard Andrews, Erica Ankuda, Dean & Lucille Antonelli, Robert Applebaum, 
Jim Arguelles, Mr. & Mrs. Arnett, Eleonore Aslanian, Thomas & Susan Bailey, Andrew Bales & 
Jennifer Watkins, Laima Baltusis, Maria G. Bandy, Linda Barrett, Linda Beatie, M.D., Richard & 
Christine Bebb, Valentine Beck, Victor Beckman, Candace J. Behlendorf, Earl & Florence Bell, Paula 
& Norbert Maciel-Benecke, Mike & Jan Bergkamp, Jane Bernasconi, Sally Beste, Joseph & Barbara 
Biafore, Mark & Patricia Biagini, Ted Biagini, Nadia & Christophe Bodin, Roger Bourland & Daniel 
Shiplacoff, Barbara Boyington, Larry & Sally Brandt, Alberta L. Brierly, Wanda Bristow, Barbara 
Brosh, Seymour Bross, Melvin & Anna Brown, Marilyn Bryson, Jack Buhite & Libby Myers-Buhite, 
Gloria & Ron Burke, Donald Caddes, Elaine Cardinale, Kathleen Carmona, Sal Caruso, Edith & David 
Cassel, Martha Castillo, Mary E. Cates, Tony & Clare Cedolini, Nathan Chan, Bruce & Dana Chandler, 
Jonita Chez, Brian Childress, Fay & Edie Chong, Carolyn Christian, Mark & Cynthia Ciccarello, Dr. 
Joseph & Marty Clevenger, Sherry & Nathaniel Cohen, Lynn & Mary Lois Comeskey, Dr. Michael & 
Joanne Condie, David Cone, Robert Cook, Sonja L.O. Cook, Elaine C Coombs, Sue Cooney, Margie 
Cornehl, Cal & Carla Cornwell, Metka Crnko, John Crowe, Jan Cummins, Patricia Curia, Lorraine 
D'Ambruoso & Jan Letson, Ed Dantzig, Gary & Monica David, Stanley & Joyce Davies, Brenda Davis, 
David Davis, Deborah Davis, Jimmie Dawson, John G. Day, Mr. & Mrs. de Porta, George Deabill PhD, 
Mr. & Mrs. Claude De Buhr, Angela Defrancesco, Constance Del Vigna, Antonio & Susan Delgado, 
Patricia M. DeMore, Martha Dennis, Brigitte Desouches, J. Phillip & Jennifer DiNapoli, Lenoir Dinga, 
Dorothea Ditchfield, Meredith & Carl Ditmore, Margretta E. Dollard, Louis Dombro, Michael & 
Lyn Domenick, C. Dominguez, Rose Mary Dougherty, Tom & Judith Dunham, Mary Dunlap, Diana 
Dunn, Eugene Dunsmore, Randy Earle, Julie Edgcomb, L.A. Edler, Margie Edwards, Scott Edwards, 
John Ehrman* & Tineke Graafland, Elaine Elkin, Lilo & Karl Elser, James Engelman, John & Tessa 
Ennals, Melanie & Lou Ercoli, David Falconer, George & Mary Lou Faraco, Judith Fenerty, Peter & 
Gail Fera, Alfred & Carolyn Ferrari, Christel Fliss, Lynn Forester & Miles J. Gehm, Jr., Sylvia Fortun, 
Carleen Foster, Ronnie & Jerry Fox, Dr. Theresa Frank, Clark Freitag, Diann & David Fried, Laura & 
Leo Gelman, David Fuselier, Karen Gabrielson, Anne Gardner, Don Gartner & Donelle Ehritt, Alice 
Gosak Gary, Dennis Gaushell, Carolyn & Mark Gerhardt, Ann Gershanov, Cynthia Gilkey, Marilynn A. 
Gilmore, Alice Glazer, Robert Glicksman, Michael Goble, Mr. & Mrs. Paul J. Keller, Martin Gorfinkel, 
Jack & Joan Gorham, Catherine Gortner, Mary Gottschalk, Roger K. Gould, Sue & Kim Graham, 
Angelica Grande, Scott & Penelope Greenberg, Dr. Donald E. Grimes, Michael Grimmer, Nell 
Griscom & Tom Arns, Robert Gumerlock, Michael Guth, Mr. & Mrs. Bernard Gutow, Irene Guyer, 
Dolores Hamilton, Gregory & Kristine Handschuh, Charles & Etta Hansen, Walter E. Harding, Jeremy 
Harris, Lynn Hastings, Kathy Hatfield, Steve & Lisa Hausle, Jeannine Hayward, Anne Louise Heigho, 
James Heintz, Walter & Beatrice Heintz, Joan Helms, Mitzi G. Henderson, Kristi & Larry Hernandez, 
Rosemary A. Hernandez, Robert Herriot, Dale Hiltgen, Spencer Hinkle, Larry & Betty Hinman, 



OPERASJ.ORG  29

        FANS
       $100 to $499
	  Claire Hintergardt, Mr. & Mrs. Joseph I. Hirsch, Martin Hoek, Linda Hoffman, Katerina Fadiman, 

Carol Ann Holmes, Gary & Leslie Holzhausen, Gunnar Hovden, Shirley Howard Shoup, Inger Huber, 
Hal & Kyra Hubis, James & Ruth Hudson, Dr. Sammy Hung, Lois Huntoon, Deborah Imerson, J. 
Ishizuka, Richard Izmirian, Bruce & Teresa Jacobsen, Jerome & Rita Jacobson, Stanley Jacques, 
Pamela & Edward Jajko, Elizabeth James, Ray James, Richard & Peggy James, Ami & Richard Jaqua, 
Irene Jaworski, Pauline Jensen, Chris Jerbic & Ting Lu, William Jiang, Martha Johnson, Mr. & Mrs. 
Derk Johnson, Glenda Jones & Dick Clark, Peder & Maria Jorgensen, Richard Izmirian, David 
Karwowski, Mary Kasse, Stanley Katz, David Kaun, Paul & Darina Kavanagh, Donald & Phyllis 
Keesey, Lisa Kelly, Robert S. Kelly, Barbara Kent, Mr.& Mrs. Robert Kidney, Shirley Kilmer, Robert 
King, Beth Kingston, Jennifer Kirby, Joan Kjemtrup, E. Kletter, Ann Boyum, Mary Kneip, Deanna 
& Al Knickerbocker, Akiko Kohler, Mr. & Mrs. Harvey Kohs, Mr. & Mrs. T. Komatsuzaki, Barbara 
Koplos, Marta Kozera, Robert & Amparo Krauth, Jane & Don Krejci, Yuanhern Kuo, Alicia LaFetra, 
Ann Lambrecht, Gary Lang, Judith Larsen, Kristina Lauraitis, Susan Brott Lawson, Hal & Jane Lax, 
Martin & Wendy Lazar, Emory Lee, Gloria T. Lee, William & Marioin Lee, Lynn Legaspi, Wendell & 
Doris Lehr, Karin L. Leipelt, Rob Lenicheck, Anna Levia, Harry Levinson, Mary J. Levis, Trudy Levy & 
Mike Gutman, Dr. & Mrs. Arts Lewis, M. Lewis & Kristin Fryklund, Mr. & Mrs. James Lewis, Michael 
& Linda Liebermann, Barbara Lingens, La Verne R. Livsey, Ralph Locher, Joanne F Loomba, Ted 
Lorraine, Emma Louie, Kathy Lower & Brigitte Thackston, Dr & Mrs. Morgan Lucid, Ursula Lukanc, 
Dr. & Mrs. Darrel Lum, Paul & Audrey Luscher, Nick & Barbara Lymberis, Robert Mackenzie & John 
Thompson, Rod & Helen Mackinlay, MacLaren Family, Albert Macovski, Jonathan MacQuitty, John 
G. Maier, Joyce A. Malia, Susan & Marc Mangel, Nubar & Carol Manoukian, Cynthia Rae Margolin, 
David & Susanna Margulies, Thomas & Naty Marlow, Heather Martin, Doris Martinez, Diane Mathios 
& Constance Del Vigna, Agnes Matter-Dang, Linda & David Matuszak, Ann L. Mayers, Lorraine 
Mazzeo, Glenda Mccalla, Curt & Arlene McClelland, Margie & Jim McCormick, Lois D. McDonald, 
Arlene McDonald, Sheila McGann-Tiedt, Mr. & Mrs. John McGarry, Diane & Robert McGhee, Janice 
A. McGibbon, Martha McGinnis & Donald Wittman, Raquel Mcgovern, Joanna & Joseph McGrady, 
Mr. & Mrs. Casey McKibben, Lorraine Mencimer, Charles & Jean Mendoza, Rachel Mendoza, Eva 
Merg, Joe & Elena Metz, Greta Meyers, John Miaullis, Dr. & Mrs. H. E. Michaels, Dr. Seth & Carole 
Michelson, Joann L. Miller, Susan Miller, Patty & Dan Mitchell, John & Gini Mitchem, Roger Mitri, 
Yoneko Miyamura, Dr. & Mrs. Victor F. Mockus, Sarah Model, Allen Moench & Pat Walker, Adrienne 
Momi, Sylvia A. Moore, Brigid Moreton, Verna Morris, John & Jean Mortarotti, Gordon Mullin, Jean 
Mundell, Tim Murphy, Dr. & Mrs. Hiroshi Nakagawa, Una Nakamura, Masamichi Nakano, Ronald & 
Irene Nakasone, Richard & Bertha Nelson, Robert K. Nesbet, Lenny Nguyen, Kristin D. Nisewaner, 
Joseph Nishimura, Simona Nistor, Deb & Hank Norberg, Andrew L. Nordquist, Betty & Vince Oen, N. 
Ohtaka, J.J. Oliver, Jean Olmsted, Gizella O'Neil, Marshall & Jeanne O'Neill, Mr. Wayne Ortiz, William 
& Carla O'Shaughnessy, Sanae Otsuka, Bob & Elizabeth Owen, Donald & Lona Packwood, Vilma 
Kennedy Pallette & Lonna Smith, John Palmer, Eugene & Margaret Paluzzi, Michele & Scott Parcel, 
Kathleen Parkin, Drs. R. & H. Parkman, Catherine Pasek, Mark Pauli, Jeanne Payer, Trilby Pederson, 
Yevgeni Pekurovsky, Bill Perry, Les Persson, Gilbert & Wendy Peterson, Gretchen A. Peterson, Nedra 
Petty, Ngoc Pham, Arleen Pickett, Lorna C. Pierce, Eric Pierson, Bob & Carol Pike, Harriet K. Pila, 
Mary Pitts, Margo Pizzo, Beverly A. Politzer, Marsha & David Pollak, Patricia & Lewis Pollard, Sigi 
Pomposo, Karen Potter, Hazel & Jeffrey Powell, Anne Prescott, John Price, Ronald Quick, Robert 
Quicke, A Ratcliffe, Dr. & Mrs. Celso Ravelo, James Reber, Edwin A. Reed, Eva & William Reed, John 
Reese, Marian Reid, Kathleen Reinig, Janet Reksoatmodjo, Paula Reyes, Sally Ricci, Ed & Laura Riffle, 
Yolanda Ripley, Alice J. Robinson, Pamela & Jim Robson, Betty Jean Rogers, Joseph Rondina, Marc 
Rosaaen, Saul Rosenberg, MD, Mr. & Mrs. Joseph C. Ross Jr., Dixie Rowland, Drs. Frank Rumore & 
Deborah Preston, Dr. & Mrs. Jonathan Russ, Arthur Ryan, Joann Ryan, Gloria Sadler, Helen Sanders, 
Rudolf Sandmeier, Dave & Susan Sargent, Virginia Scales, Beatrice Schadle, Joanne Schmidt, Irene 
Schneller, Tom Schunn, Ellen & Marvin Schwartz, David & Linda Scott, Judy Scott, Patricia Scott, 
Kenneth Seeman, Sasha Sharma, Ann Sheehan, Marina M. Sheppard, Patricia Sherman & Robley 
Levy, Mrs. Richard H Shields, Janet Shull, Janis Silver, Adrian Simpkins, Darold Skerritt & Judy Lind, 
Alice J. Sklar, Alice Schaffer Smith, Donald & Bertha Smith, Laurel Smith, Frank & Diane Snow, 

Donors CONTINUED

*Deceased
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	 Richard L. Sogg, M.D., Keith Songberg, Morris Sorrells, Robert Spiegerman, Al & Ruth Sporer, 
Harvey Stanley, Nancy Stanwood, Jane Starbird, Mr. & Mrs. T.L. Steckmest, Suzanne Steimle, Mr. & 
Mrs. O. Stengel, Saundra Stepovich, Valerie Sterk, Anita Stewart, Gary Stewart, Jim Stichnoth, Helge 
Stoeppel, Carol & Phil Strong, N.W.D. Sturch, Joyce Summers, Angela Surkis, Amanda Svensson, 
Alice & Elliot Swanson, Eleanor Swent, P.M. Tamura, Yvoune Tang, Alma Taylor, Dr. & Mrs. Andrew 
Tescher, Paul Thomas, Sue & Howard Thomas, Kelly Thomason, Alice & Rod Thorn, Kathleen 
Thornton, Francis Tiernan, Louise Tighe, Anthony Tissot, Nancy Tivol, Mr & Mrs. Robert Torrano, 
Leon Torrey, Toschi & D'Angelo, Hugh Treanor, Margaret Trevisan, Terry Trobough, Kathleen Troll, 
Elizabeth Tromovitch, Carol Turner, Doug Turner & Reine Fedor, Kathy & Mick Tuttle, Gerald & 
Martha Uelmen, Linda Valdes, John Varady, Emma Vargo, Eileen Vesely, Evelyn Vigil, Lois Ville, Mr. & 
Mrs. John S. Vineyard, Wanda Waldera, Friends of Waldorf School of the Peninsula, Kathy & Steven 
Wallcave, Beverly Waller, Holly & Barry Walter, Mitsu Wasano, E J Watson Williams, Richard & Mary 
Jane Wegener, Robert L. Weinmann, Daphne & Stuart Wells, Stephen Wells, Ed & Jane Wendler, Mr. 
& Mrs. Peter R. Werp, Lance & Mary Werthman, Al Whitaker, Mary Low & Benton White, Mr. & 
Mrs. Arthur Wilen, Lynn Wiley, Carol Wilhelmy, Dr. & Mrs. Lawrence William, Lynn Williams, Nancy 
Williams, Benjamin Williamson, Anne M. Winter, Brian & Linda Winter, Charles Witschorik, Bobbi 
Wolner, Mark & Maggie Womack, Phyllis Wood, Cynthia Wordell, Mr. & Mrs. William Wright, Daniel 
& Katherine Wu, Stacey Wulkan & Ron Reich, David Wylie, Craig & Peg Wynn, Nika Wynn, Julie & 
Jerry Yaffee, Lari Yamaguchi, Ruth Yoder, Hanley & Mary-Anne Yoffee, Fernando & Cecily Zazueta, 
Frank Zepeda, Douglas Zody, and 39 anonymous gifts

Donors CONTINUED

A REQUEST TO OUR DONORS: If we have made a mistake or omission, kindly 
bring it to our attention so that we may correct it. Please call  
Individual Giving Manager Noritaka Okada at (408) 437-4460.

FANS
$100 to $499

Music Building Concert Hall

Opera Theater presents

DIE
FLEDERMAUS
or THE REVENGE OF THE BAT

Starring

Sandra Bengochea
as Rosalinda

By Johann Strauss

at 7:00 pm

at 3:00 pm

May 4
May 6
SJSU Music Building
Concert Hall

Tickets info available  at
sjsu.edu/musicanddance
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DEDICATED DONATIONS

Mr. Robert Applebaum in memory of Rosalyn Applebaum

Carol J. Wilhelmy in honor of Cynthia Baehr

Mr. & Mrs. Mark & Patricia Biagini in memory of Emo Biagini

Bernadette Burns in memory of  Jean T. Burns

Virginia A. Carpio in memory of  Willa and Ignacio Carpio

Walt & Peggy D'Ardenne, Dr. James & Susan Dyer, Lilo & Karl Elser, J.H. Silveira 
M.D., Janet McDaniel, Irene Schneller in memory of Werner Cohn

Dr. Michael & Joanne Condie, Laurie Wickman in memory of Judith Cureton

Gizella O'Neil, Jean L. Reed in memory of Irene Dalis

Pat Daoud, One anonymous gift in memory of Professor Adnan Daoud

Jeanne & Michael Althouse in honor of Dr. Richard Dorsay

Nina Boyd in honor of Frank Fiscalini

Jim Hagan in memory of Linda Hagan

Gary & Leslie Holzhausen in memory of M. Katherine Holzhausen

Melanie Prole in memory of Eileen Kemp

E. Kletter in memory of Adina Shira Kletter

Karin L. Leipelt in memory of John C. Leipelt, Sr.

Linda Hoffman in honor of Nancy Levenberg

Lynn Telford, Sheryl Walters in honor of  Jeanne McCann

Norma & Charles Schlossman in memory of Olga Nespole

Ann &  John Dizikes, Marcos Nowosad, Gilbert & Wendy Peterson, 
Helen Sanders in memory of Dick Sanders & Donna Armstrong

Sasha Sharma in honor of B.D. Sharma

Fred & C J. Wirth in memory of George Stoeppel

E J Watson Williams in honor of Alma Taylor

Frank & Diane Snow, one anonymous gift in memory of Carol Thompson

Anne Louise Heigho in honor of Jane Vernon

David Hirsch in honor of Mitsu Wasano

Marsha & David Pollak, Susan Yost in memory of Phil Yost

Donors CONTINUED
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In Kind
Opera San José would also like to thank the following donors for their  
generous in-kind goods and services: 

Services: Bright Event Rentals, Diane Claypool, Citti’s Florist, N. Eric Jorgensen, Ms. Bonnie 
Lee Kellogg, Phil Park, Betty Poindexter, Linda Riebel, San Jose Convention Center, R.W. 
Shomler, Telesky Financial Services, Bradford Wade, Williams Party Rentals.

Supplies & Equipment: Gordon Biersch Brewing Company, Emilio Guglielmo Winery Inc., 
Hawaii'S Own L.L.C., Heitz Wine Cellars, J. Lohr Vineyards & Wines, Joseph George Wine 
Shop, Koloa Rum Company, Lagunitas Brewing Company, Lloyd Cellars, M·A·C, Natalie 
Mascoli, Packard Humanities Institute, Charles Pehote, Betty Poindexter, Lee Scoville, Nelson 
Tandoc.

Friends of Opera San José!
Opera San José thanks Friends of Opera San José for their service to  
the company. To become a member of our volunteer auxiliary, Friends of Opera 
San José, and experience its many benefits, please send an email  
to friends@operasj.org or sign up at operasj.org/support/volunteering.

Special Thanks

Didier Benoit
Dick & Pat Calfee
Carolle Carter
LaVonne Bouchez
Miriam Frazier

Fred & Peggy      
Heiman
Rita Elizabeth    
Horiguchi
Olive Leeper
Judy Livengood

Phil Livengood
Lorraine Mazzeo
Pat Miller
Heidi Munzinger
Phil Park

Judi Rizzuto
Joy Sakai
Jim Stauffer
Kathryn Veregge
Sheryl Walters

Volunteers
Opera San José thanks the following volunteers for their service to the company. 
To offer your assistance as a volunteer, please visit operasj.org/support.

Barbara Brosh    
President

Jeanne Lyons        
Vice President

Meera Prahlad      
Secretary

Janice Toyoshima  
Treasurer

Pat Daoud           
Communication

Brenda Davis        
Volunteer Coordinator

Linda Riebel      
Events

Suzanne Sarro    
Membership

Jim Stauffer          
Cultural Outings

Nancy Valencia   
Communication

Brad Wade            
Opera at your doorstep

Bonnie Wiliams  
Membership Newsletter

Renee Anderson
Anna Bagniewska
Nancy Bean
Didier Benoit
Judith Borlase
Sara Bruce
Pamela Carper
Linda Chang 
Andreassen
Richard Dorsay
Shirley Foreman
Dana F. Haberland
Yumiko Harada

Fred & Peggy 
Heiman
Rita Elizabeth 
Horiguchi
Amelia Jackson
Ed & Pam Jajko
Coleen Kohtz
Barbara Koplos
William Lambert
Olive Leeper
Lucy Logan
Kathleen McCabe-
Martin
Jeanne McCann
Joanna McGrady
Tom Miller
Lynne Munro
Helen Piper
Robert Proudfoot
Sally Pyle

Joy Sakai
Richard & Delia 
Schizzano
Marilyn Sefchovich
Shirley Shoup-
Howard
Steven Silva
Frank & Diane Snow
Denis St. Jean
Linda Swan
Alma C. Taylor
Sato Terian
Barbara Tuma
Mike & Laurie 
Warner
Dennis & Marianne 
Wilcox
Chip & Bonnie 
Williams 
Alinor Willis
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Opera San José Endowment Foundation Supporters
Opera San José Endowment Foundation (OSJEF) is a separate 501(c)3 organization 
from Opera San José, and was established to insure that San Jose will always have 
opera in its future. OSJEF appreciates your help and support for the fiscal year 
( July 1, 2016 - June 30, 2017) and continuing in the future. 

Jane Alejandro
Anna M. Bagniewska 
& Denis St. Jean
Gene Bernardini
Jean Brandt
Mary Esther Candee
Pamela & Craig 
Carper
Erie Carruthers
Judy Chamberlain
George & Susan 
Crow
Richard & Doris 
Davis
Dorothy & Richard 
Dorsay

Dr. James & Susan 
Dyer                   
Shirley J. Foreman & 
Alberta Brierly
Michael & Judith 
Gaulke
Drs. Lucia & Jack 
Gilbert
Jim & Linda Hagan
Cheryl Holt
Gloria Chun Hoo
Dr. & Mrs. Pearce 
Hurley
Jim & Pat Jackson
Dale & Jane Jordan
Norman Lariviere & 
Carolyn Lund

Philip & Margaret 
Ma
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas 
G.  Moore
Diane K. Nelson & 
Marshall Marlowe
Ahmad & Ruth 
Orandi
Janice Paull
Randy Presuhn & 
Timothy Nguyen
Marjorie Rauch
Mr. & Mrs. Richard 
Rolla
Mr. & Mrs. Lee 
Rosen
Jan & Don Schmidek

H. James Tellefson
Dave & Carol 
Thompson
Jeanne Torre
Bradford Wade & 
Linda Riebel
Shirley Leisses & 
Hicks Williams
Penelope Williams & 
Richard Bruner
Susan & Jonathan 
Wittwer
Eight anonymous 
gifts
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408-679-2330 
www.TabardTheatre.org

Our choices become us. Tabard.

Performances at 
29 N. San Pedro St.

Downtown San Jose

Escaping Choices 
Apr. 13 - May. 6, 2018

Adrift
 inMacao
    THE NEW MUSICAL

Book and 
Lyrics by 

Christopher  

Durang
Music by 

   Peter 

Melnick

OPERA SAN JOSE in conjunction with 
 MWT Associates, Inc. 

Invites you to   
 

PARIS  

CHRISTMAS & NEW YEAR’S   
 

December 25, 2018 - January 2, 2019 
 
Your	tour	includes:	
*Roundtrip	airfare	from	San	Jose/Paris	
*Airport	transfers	from	Charles	DeGaulle	on	12/26	&	01/02	 	 	 CONTACT	
*7-nights	centrally	located	Mercure	Opéra	Garnier	Hotel	 	 	 	 Opera	San	Jose:	(408)437-4450	
*Meals:		All	breakfasts,	(1)	lunch,	(3)	dinners	 	 	 	 	 boxoffice@operasj.org	
*Paris	Metro	card		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 https://www.operasj.org/ 
*One	large	checked	bag	
*Sightseeing:	
Opéra	Garnier,	Montmartre,	Sacré-Coeur,	Pere	Lachaise	Cemetery	 	 	 TO	RESERVE	
*Special	Highlights:		Musée	d’Orsay,	 	 	 	 	 	 MWT Associates, Inc. 
Concert	at	La	Sainte	Chapelle,	Ile	de	la	Cite	 	 	 	 	 (408)279-5589	
Château	Vaux-le-Vicomte,	admission		 	 	 	 	 	 Toll Free:  1-877-707-7827 
*Personally	hosted	by	Larry	Hancock,	General	Director	of	OSJ	 	 	 reservations@melitatrips.com	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 CST:	2040611-40	
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