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Opera San José Announces End to a Season of Brilliant 
Theatre with Riveting Drama and Wry Comedy  

Season Concludes with Sold-Out Memorial Concert Dedicated to the Company’s Founder  
 

SAN JOSE, CA – Opera San José recently completed its 31st season with the Irene Dalis Memorial 

Concert.  Dalis, who founded Opera San José in 1984, passed away last December at the age of 89. 

More than 20 current and former members of Opera San José’s resident company, accompanied by the 

Opera San José Orchestra and Chorus, performed some of Dalis’s most memorable excerpts from her 

extraordinary career. The capacity audience from across the community, celebrating the legacy of Irene 

Dalis, was a testament to her contribution to the quality of life in our region.  

 

Opera San José’s 2014–15 season also featured an impressive range of works at the California Theatre 

beginning in September 2014 with a production of Verdi’s dramatic Rigoletto, a tale of a brutalized court 

jester determined to protect his daughter from a decadent court and a duke who seduces and abandons 

women. Heather Morris of Peninsula Reviews wrote, “Baritone Matthew Hanscom’s Rigoletto was 

superb. He took us along his emotional roller coaster ride with a wonderfully versatile voice, full of 

expressive personality and technical prowess.” 

 

The company followed Rigoletto in November with Rossini’s comedy The Italian Girl in Algiers, a tale 

of a clever Italian girl shipwrecked in a foreign land while searching for her lover, but finding herself the 

focus of a powerful sultan’s unwanted affections. Kevin Kirby of The Metro said, “From the very first 

note of the overture, you know you are in good hands musically. Luke's orchestra responds like a 

finely tuned Italian sports car, and the acoustics of the California Theatre allow the ensemble to 

show off its full dynamic range while never overpowering the singers.” 
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In February 2015, Opera San José produced the world premiere of Mark Weiser’s brilliant drama, 

Where Angels Fear to Tread, based on the E.M. Forster novel in which a rich English widow marries a 

handsome young Italian against the wishes of her wealthy family. What follows is a collision of cultures 

with horrific consequences. Richard Scheinin of The San Jose Mercury News commented, “As Harriet, 

mezzo-soprano Lisa Chavez was magnetic, with her plush storm of a voice and her to-the-T depiction of 

the sister, whose unremitting snobbishness makes her comical. With each of the company’s 

productions, Chavez reveals new aspects of her talents.”  

 

The company’s final production of the season was Mozart’s brilliant and complex fantasy, The Magic 
Flute, a dream of enlightenment and democracy suffused with comedy and charm. The full run of The 
Magic Flute was sold-out and generated praise from both patrons and press with Paul Myrvold of Out & 

About Magazine saying, “Under the inspired hand of director Brad Dalton, all aspects of this production 

are thoughtfully and deliberately presentational in the most theatrical, delightfully self-conscious manner, 

a concept that works wonderfully with the opera’s theme of fantasy magic.”  

 

“I am truly grateful for the enthusiastic support of our generous donors and loyal ticket buyers who 

remain committed to Opera San José,” said Larry Hancock, general director of Opera San José. “The 

city and community’s support has been remarkable and with continued support we will continue to bring 

compelling performances to the public.”   

 
About Opera San José 
Opera San José is dedicated to maintaining a resident company of opera singers with whom we present 
compelling, professional opera performances, while creating and providing cultural and educational 
programs that both enrich the opera-going experience and encourage future generations of artists and 
audiences; Opera San José also provides technical assistance to other organizations. 
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