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FLOAT LIKE A BUTTERFLY, STING LIKE A BEE

Stage Review: ‘Madama Butterfly’ at Opera
San Jose
This opening night belonged to Jennifer Forni, whose rich, lush voice
could be heard from anywhere on the raked stage.

Madama Butterfly

3.5 out of 5 stars - 'Sweet Stuff'

Opera San Jose
Directed by Brad Dalton
Conductor - David Rohrbach
Sung in Italian, with English supertitles.
operasj.org

Cast 1: Soprano Cecilia Violetta López as Cio-Cio-san.

Opera San Jose’s production of Madama Butterfly (Madame Butterfly) draws you in from
the very first overture. Fast-paced, you’ll never imagine three hours have passed from the
time Lieutenant BF Pinkerton first purchases a home in Nagasaki until his wife, the
betrayed Cio-Cio-san, draws the dagger to commit seppuku.

Do you enjoy talking Android, tasting Napa
Cab, seeing a Show? Then put on your
Ray-Bans and join the adventure already!

   

THIS IS STARK INSIDER

MORE FROM STARK INSIDER

MOBILE GADGETS

HOME CULTURE FOOD & WINE TECH & SILICON VALLEY STARK INSIDER TV ABOUT

Like

http://www.starkinsider.com/
http://www.starkinsider.com/2013/10/costa-gavras-european-idealism-capital.html
http://www.starkinsider.com/2013/10/wine-movie-review-year-and-the-vineyard.html
http://www.starkinsider.com/2013/11/snoopy-interview-san-francisco-video.html
http://www.starkinsider.com/author/cyashleywebb
http://www.starkinsider.com/author/cyashleywebb
http://operasj.org/
http://media5.starkinsider.com/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/Madama-Butterfly-Opera-San-Jose-stark-insider1.jpg
http://feeds.feedburner.com/starkinsider
http://www.twitter.com/starkinsider
http://www.facebook.com/starkinsider
http://www.youtube.com/starksilvercreek

http://www.starkinsider.com/

http://www.starkinsider.com/
http://www.starkinsider.com/
http://www.starkinsider.com/culture
http://www.starkinsider.com/culture
http://www.starkinsider.com/food-wine
http://www.starkinsider.com/food-wine
http://www.starkinsider.com/tech-silicon-valley
http://www.starkinsider.com/tech-silicon-valley
http://www.starkinsider.com/tv
http://www.starkinsider.com/tv
http://www.starkinsider.com/about
http://www.starkinsider.com/about
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/3efa/4/2ce/%2a/w;278551760;5-0;0;105687649;4307-300/250;56853689/56742777/1;u=3193664046369246262;~sscs=%3fhttp://pixel.mathtag.com/click/img?mt_aid=3193664046369246262&mt_id=646450&mt_adid=114725&mt_sid=307624&mt_uuid=6f39526a-b7ab-4600-a40a-21d1acf48075&mt_3pck=http%3A//adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk%3Fsa%3Dl%26ai%3DCGsC9NscDU4DBDYX5-QOJxoCYCfSM5tkErJeUnxvAjbcBEAEgAFCAx-HEBGDJnvmGyKOgGYIBF2NhLXB1Yi03NzA2NjYyOTUzODU2NTYzoAHg6pnsA8gBCagDAZgEAKoEtwFP0DzkriR7_M57x_F8WF1VnO8w3K8vP5y4IPEKT-C-q5yTdcCxnPAz6dIE-Bhz6VbgRvr3oDz5Dwi_e2Dv8YNzuXLlsXVl3zyTv94-vz-z3Xvg9XY7ACRulQZNju7ukAZ55IPC3E6IXfLvC8TI3IplU1ki2Zsiz18zJAFaPAEJ2ICeMfqDn1Yx9BnpiD5UCI0W51zj3Ux34UY2HAD7Zvn5NpQSruVifcpn9vIO7Zn5e3txh7Tbsz-ABqPch9rrjfeb_QGgBiE%26num%3D1%26sig%3DAOD64_22u4Lyxje702kwJb9SRdokzuEPCQ%26client%3Dca-pub-7706662953856563%26adurl%3D&redirect=http://www.llbean.com/llb/search/?freeText=Ascent+Packaway&qs=3089897_519_MEDI_Ascent_DFA
http://www.facebook.com/starkinsider


Stage Review: 'Madama Butterfly' at Opera San Jose | Stark Insider

http://www.starkinsider.com/2014/02/opera-san-jose-madama-butterfly-review.html[2/18/2014 12:49:09 PM]

While Cio-Cio-san’s
death is predictable,
the final moments
extract an unexpected
toll from the boorish
Pinkerton.

The success of this production lies with the
talents of its principal singers. Unlike most
other companies, Opera San Jose is a resident
company, with principals drawn from the
cream of young operatic talent. Maintaining a
resident company also allows for double
casting. Thus, while opening night saw Jennifer
Forni as Cio-Cio-san, Nicole Birkland as
Suzuki, and Christopher Bengochea as BF
Pinkerton, some subsequent productions star
Cecilia Violetta Lopez, Lisa Chavez and James
Callon in the same roles.

This opening night belonged to Jennifer Forni, whose rich, lush voice could be heard from
anywhere on the raked stage (a stage that slopes downward toward the audience), even
when she didn’t directly face the audience. Thanks to her impeccable acting skills, this
power did not seem at odds with the frail Butterfly.

Forni’s voice melded perfectly with the robust voices of  Nicole Birkland and Christopher
Bengochea. Some of the most gripping moments were those scenes in which Forni sung
over Bengochea and vice versa, particularly in the love songs in Act I. Subsequent nights
with different casts look equally strong, particularly if Lisa Chavez’ recent performances
in Ainadamar  and Trouble in Tahiti are any indication.
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Cast A: Tenor Christopher Bengochea as BF Pinkerton and baritone Evan Brummel as
Sharpless.

Keep your eye peeled for small twists to the usual ending. While Cio-Cio-san’s death is
predictable, the final moments extract an unexpected toll from the boorish Pinkerton.

Sets for this three act opera were minimalist. This might be disappointing, but for the
exquisite care that went into costuming this large cast. Whether it was the princely
Yamadori (Torlef Borsting), the oleaginous Goro (Robert Norman) or the flock of geishas
in the opening scene, no shortcuts were taken in the striking wigs, makeup, and costumes.

Founding music director, conductor, and thirty year veteran David Rohrbach  was warmly
acknowledged, both from the pit and later when he joined the cast for a final curtain call.
This production will be his last with the Opera San Jose. Rohrbach is one of the reasons
the Bay Area is so operatically rich, as many leading voices have trained with him.
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Dare to live a little. Follow Stark Insider on Twitter and Facebook. Join our 5,177
subscribers who read SI on tablets and smartphones on the Google Newsstand. Prefer
video? Subscribe to Stark Insider TV on YouTube, the largest arts and entertainment
channel in San Francisco.

Cast A: Tenor Christopher Bengochea as BF Pinkerton and Soprano Jennifer Forni as Cio-
Cio-san.

While the plot of Madame Butterfly is so straightforward that it’s immediately
apprehended, the failed romance of Cio-Cio-san with American cad Pinkerton draws on a
handful of currents circulating in the urbane world of Giacomo Puccini in the latter
decades of the nineteenth century, all of which are at work in this Opera San Jose
production.

The first is Japonaiserie – or the influence of Japanese art. While we don’t see as much of
this in the performing arts as we do in impressionist art, (think of Van Gogh aping
Hiroshige’s prints and painting his own vision of Japanese art), it remains nonetheless
influential. Japonaiserie was prompted, in part, by the forced opening of Nagasaki,
Hakodate, and Yokohama by American Naval Commodore, Matthew Perry. Japan, which
had been largely closed off for several centuries, was now open to the world. In writing
Madame Butterfly, Puccini created his own operatic Japonaiserie, as this work includes
at least ten Japanese melodies, including the Japanese national anthem, which plays
during the wedding scenes.

Madama Butterfly will be on stage at the California Theatre through March 2.

Photo Credit: Pat Kirk

CY ASHLEY WEBB
Cy spent the ‘80’s as a bench scientist, the tech boom doing
intellectual property law, and the first decade of the millennium,
aspiring to be the world’s oldest grad student at Stanford where
she is interested in political martyrdom. Presently, she enjoys
writing for Stark Insider and the SF Examiner, hanging out at
Palo Alto Children's Theatre, and participating in various political
activities. Democracy is not a spectator sport! Cy is a SFBATCC
member.
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