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Review: Opera San Jose's 'Falstaff' --
comic romp

By Richard Scheinin

rscheinin@mercurynews.com
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Giuseppe Verdi's "Falstaff* was the composer's final opera, premiered at La Scala just before

his 80th birthday. It's a fantasy and a romp, fast-paced and winking, but with dark undertones.

Adapting Shakespeare's "The Merry Wives of Windsor," it pokes at, skewers and generally
humiliates big-bellied John Falstaff, that "bold and skilled knight," as he calls himself, who
really is a rascal, a lout, a fool, a cad -- a jerk. Nobody can stand him, and he gets his due.

Into this role steps baritone Scott Bearden, that fine singing actor who was a member of Opera
San Jose's resident ensemble just over a decade ago. It's been five years since he was last back
for a visit -- too long. In the company's new production of "Falstaff" at the California Theatre,
Bearden holds forth, a strapping comic presence and mighty singer. His voice is richly
burnished and powerfully declamatory, but he also finds the lyric thread that runs through
Verdi's score. Bearden even breaks into falsettos -- and drops into a split in the middle of a
serenade.

As this master of self-renard -- "Mv lustv flanks. mv hroad chest " Falsta == 1 Italian) --
LAmericanHomecomings G
California stage two more times before "Falstaff" closes Sept. 22. A second cast, with baritone

Steven Cody in the title role, will have three more performances.)

It's a handsome production, directed by Jose Maria Condemi, whose brisk, deft pacing was
matched at Thursday's performance by conductor Andrew Whitfield, leading the orchestra
through the breakneck score. Octogenarian Verdi had fun with his orchestration, which rarely
lets up -- and, when it does, lavishes the audience with complex and ingenious gossamer
textures. Thursday, the winds were especially effective at relaying those effects.

Basically, this is the story: Falstaff -- thumbing his belly, thinking himself sexy -- decides to hit
on two rich married women, Alice Ford and Meg Page. He mails them letters, suggesting they
have a little fun with Sir John. Outraged, they ask their friend Dame Quickly to help engineer
this absurd fellow's humiliation. This involves making him think they really do desire his lusty
flanks -- which makes Mr. Ford, Alice's husband, jealous. And so on.

Among the other cast members, resident mezzo-soprano Nicole Birkland (as Dame Quickly)
was best able to go toe-to-toe with Bearden's unwavering power. Especially in its lower
reaches, her voice was imposing -- sound the alarms! Making her debut as a resident singer,
soprano Jennifer Forni (as Alice) sang with silvery tones that became increasingly impressive

http://www.mercurynews.com/music/ci_24088949/review-opera-san-joses-falstaff-comic-romp[9/13/2013 11:22:14 AM]

Now: 67°F

GotDailyDeals

High: 78°F Low: 58°F 5-Day Forecast

Newsletter Login Customer Care

Search Site

Signup = Subscribe

Marketplace Tools

Sept. 20-22 o Pleasanon
= Alameda County Fairgrounds

&Sal.‘lnam-spm

1-800-346-1212

AARVEST FESTIvgp

Click Here for $2.00 Off Coupon

News -

Happening Around the
Bay Area

That's What I'm Talking About! Thurgood
Marshall Academic High School-SF

25m

Missile launcher discovered in landfill recycling
bin

Canadian law enforcement recently issued an alert to

public, informing residents that tossing a rocket
15m

KQED News @KQEDnews
RT @mercnews: Northern California
5 hunters asked to help manage deer

population http://t.co/l7cxoQsCMF

=

El |

Russian psychiatric hospital fire kills 37

New Mexico Goodwill to hold donated 'Breaking Bad' auction
Would you board flight 666 to HEL on Friday the 13th?
Mount Diablo blaze estimated cost more than $4.5 million
Colorado floods force thousands more to evacuate

N.J. boardwalk fire 95% contained; 30 businesses destroyed

4 msmgm@&wmgn India gang r_

Anthony Stewart hoping to catch on with San Jose Sharks
Mt. Diablo F“IEEIQ&\NEeWSmE EEDS,OOO-acre blaze

Roadshow: Freeway phobia along narrow lanes on 1-880 through Oakland

TW‘“Ep’i:sFibp R(ling; Why now? 13hrs
Home ng Barry Bonds obstruction ¢co V|ction upheld
practlce SJ_Rocl S op studios

San Jose: Pe&%&’hg’%?ﬁsﬁ%@%ﬂ Eﬁe@l‘lﬁbﬂ“’&J"ﬂ@?J

heOarsmen for upcoming feature


http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php
javascript: popup("email","/portlet/article/html/fragments/email_article.jsp?articleId=24088949&section=/music",700,500);
javascript: popup("email","/portlet/article/html/fragments/email_article.jsp?articleId=24088949&section=/music",700,500);
mailto:rscheinin@mercurynews.com?subject=San Jose Mercury News:
mailto:rscheinin@mercurynews.com?subject=San Jose Mercury News:
mailto:rscheinin@mercurynews.com

http://www.mercurynews.com/socialwire
http://www.mercurynews.com/socialwire
http://www.mercurynews.com/socialwire
http://www.mercurynews.com/socialwire
http://www.crowdynews.com/
http://www.tout.com/u/sj_rockshop
http://www.tout.com/u/pictureatlantic
http://www.tout.com/u/theunwillingsj
http://www.tout.com/u/theoarsmen
http://www.tout.com/u/erickurhi
http://www.mercurynews.com/nation-world/ci_24077193/boulder-county-flood-emergency-1-killed-streets-impassable?source=inthenews
http://www.mercurynews.com/mike-cassidy/ci_24080349/cassidy-apples-mac-team-gathers-insanely-great-twiggy?source=inthenews
http://www.mercurynews.com/entertainment/ci_24077878?source=inthenews
http://www.mercurynews.com/49ers/ci_24073617/san-francisco-49ers-getting-their-shot-redemption-seattle?source=inthenews
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=Cjlw0CFczUqGRNYuLlALYjoF4vr_MsgQAABABIM7whx9QtcSgzv______AWDJnvmGyKOgGcgBAuACAKgDAcgDnQSqBMcBT9AYBfaLLG99MbquQ4yEJOODNdqxWkr6C6B5ufiAcyP2qSF6i63vGJzHOoPfP66PR8TKwo5ymTwNOge_WbSLRPhKqIJXotvD4pcup7DosKndxIyw7vn8yhLmxV252DtjNGf8gbXmpg4AV1e3tTiORUwZH8_H6cxVZSMTerG1d4knOSWmvg54dMcf3RRUgRmBa2pMfamE_Kv6B8DtyaIN6UOqrQaNK4H_G4NpdIBdL-TWE9Dy9J5K1zkC39qk7U3-tPZSsYZrSOAEAaAGFA&num=0&sig=AOD64_1vVSIiBv477HWNhEfrUaAn2hXeQQ&client=ca-pub-3462608952431826&adurl=http://www.mountainwinery.com/concerts%3Fcid%3Dmw_sjmerc_sept
http://weather.mercurynews.com/
http://weather.mercurynews.com/
http://weather.mercurynews.com/
http://weather.mercurynews.com/
http://weather.mercurynews.com/
http://www.mercurynews.com/music
http://www.mercurynews.com/
https://secure.passport.mnginteractive.com/mngi/servletDispatch/ErightsPassportServlet.dyn
https://secure.www.mercurynews.com/registration?rPage=register
http://www.mercurynews.net/mercurynews/
https://www.subscriberconcierge.com/sanjose/
http://www.mercurynews.com/
http://www.mercurynews.com/music
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=CmkH1ClczUo2JC5CMlAKzioGgCbaLmq8EAAAQASDO8IcfUMmmhUVgyZ75hsijoBnIAQLgAgCoAwHIA50EqgTHAU_QhueV8puL7RH4LzqNFtDNG5pQZblvJz32f3PwTkErtlk8vPTFdDDCWYbOU2pC-cp_qOdZiy9UBC6_7Lf0DfPXEn2ZiORzymu-J6C988VNcT80IFHC5MiMo63CN05_Fc00Vw-l5ecC8zDfVXVVkUzIi_EwPrsTCz-flCAG-jN0LFYQM5bIxXy22uR791biV499xQ1NwK7lLo3cABUz9xiph_c8ANeLdHb2Mq2J1xSnXSTYBd4inBI8YhkP3BcW7jn1R9VRMELgBAGgBhQ&num=0&sig=AOD64_1EeTGoplzLDE41Q3vqDzgKJBDi7A&client=ca-pub-3462608952431826&adurl=http://www.harvestfestival.com/Visitors/Shows/Pleasanton/BANG_HF_Promo.aspx
http://www.mercurynews.com/news
http://www.mercurynews.com/sports
http://www.mercurynews.com/business
http://www.mercurynews.com/entertainment
http://www.mercurynews.com/bay-area-living
http://www.mercurynews.com/opinion
http://www.mercurynews.com/my-town
http://www.siliconvalley.com/
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mercurynews.com%2Fmusic%2Fci_24088949%2Freview-opera-san-joses-falstaff-comic-romp&related=RebeccaRisch&text=Review%3A%20Opera%20San%20Jose's%20'Falstaff'%20--%20comic%20romp%20-%20San%20Jose%20Mercury%20News&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mercurynews.com%2Fmusic%2Fci_24088949%2Freview-opera-san-joses-falstaff-comic-romp&via=MercNews
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mercurynews.com%2Fmusic%2Fci_24088949%2Freview-opera-san-joses-falstaff-comic-romp&related=RebeccaRisch&text=Review%3A%20Opera%20San%20Jose's%20'Falstaff'%20--%20comic%20romp%20-%20San%20Jose%20Mercury%20News&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mercurynews.com%2Fmusic%2Fci_24088949%2Freview-opera-san-joses-falstaff-comic-romp&via=MercNews
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mercurynews.com%2Fmusic%2Fci_24088949%2Freview-opera-san-joses-falstaff-comic-romp&related=RebeccaRisch&text=Review%3A%20Opera%20San%20Jose's%20'Falstaff'%20--%20comic%20romp%20-%20San%20Jose%20Mercury%20News&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mercurynews.com%2Fmusic%2Fci_24088949%2Freview-opera-san-joses-falstaff-comic-romp&via=MercNews
http://twitter.com/search?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mercurynews.com%2Fmusic%2Fci_24088949%2Freview-opera-san-joses-falstaff-comic-romp
http://www.stumbleupon.com/submit?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mercurynews.com%2Fmusic%2Fci_24088949%2Freview-opera-san-joses-falstaff-comic-romp%3Fsource%3Dshare_su
http://www.stumbleupon.com/submit?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mercurynews.com%2Fmusic%2Fci_24088949%2Freview-opera-san-joses-falstaff-comic-romp%3Fsource%3Dshare_su
http://www.stumbleupon.com/submit?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mercurynews.com%2Fmusic%2Fci_24088949%2Freview-opera-san-joses-falstaff-comic-romp%3Fsource%3Dshare_su
http://www.mercurynews.com/nation-world/ci_24088551/russian-psychiatric-hospital-fire-kills-37?source=jBarTicker
http://www.mercurynews.com/tv/ci_24088475/new-mexico-goodwill-hold-donated-breaking-bad-auction?source=jBarTicker
http://www.mercurynews.com/weird-news/ci_24088451/would-you-board-flight-666-hel-friday-13th?source=jBarTicker
http://www.mercurynews.com/breaking-news/ci_24088150/mount-diablo-blaze-estimated-cost-more-than-4?source=jBarTicker
http://www.mercurynews.com/nation-world/ci_24088144/colorado-floods-force-thousands-more-evacuate?source=jBarTicker
http://www.mercurynews.com/nation-world/ci_24088085/n-j-boardwalk-fire-95-contained-30-businesses?source=jBarTicker
http://www.mercurynews.com/nation-world/ci_24087939/4-men-sentenced-death-india-gang-rape?source=jBarTicker
http://www.mercurynews.com/sharks/ci_24087874/anthony-stewart-hoping-catch-san-jose-sharks?source=jBarTicker
http://www.mercurynews.com/breaking-news/ci_24078386/fire-near-mount-diablo-90-percent-contained?source=jBarTicker
http://www.mercurynews.com/mr-roadshow/ci_24073657/roadshow-freeway-phobia-along-narrow-lanes-i-880?source=jBarTicker
http://www.mercurynews.com/business/ci_24083803/twitters-surprise-ipo-filing-why-now?source=jBarTicker
http://www.mercurynews.com/giants/ci_24087410/home-run-king-barry-bonds-obstruction-conviction-upheld?source=jBarTicker
http://www.mercurynews.com/breaking-news/ci_24085940/san-jose-pedestrian-killed-by-vehicle-highway-101?source=jBarTicker
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=CVAsgElczUsrYGoTQkwTsloCQA_bnpKAEAAAQASDO8IcfUISU36IGYMme-YbIo6AZyAEC4AIAqAMBqgS5AU_QAPUTz-i06gi4lKLm4Xl1VomOu3Wgw0yq2F36GL1EiR21OHc4_bs_798pCxawai4Sef-b6F5WZINLpLSRFzjpdvsjeAuTmeweHUb_Lz--XOrAsqLuUMS2_a_Y9lcvZGmWetX8MTS3eAKh1UNm9TV5uOv2Ofn0WZos73XhqW5lkhdbnoF6Bpy1TSsn23Nwp0FgMxzJaAWyjLa_d4nR1YffAf8SATB-h_jzJDqstdvn_VjzT8bAl8vx4AQBoAYU&num=0&sig=AOD64_3aNjS1E80aJmQLrYpaRGv27GG4ow&client=ca-pub-3462608952431826&adurl=http://mercurynews.com
http://www.gotdailydeals.com/deal/south-baysan-jose/?source=jBarDD
http://www.mercurynews.com/music/ci_24088949/undefined?source=jBarHome

Review: Opera San Jose's 'Falstaff' -- comic romp - San Jose Mercury News

through the night, while mezzo-soprano Lisa Chavez (as Meg, and also debuting as a resident
artist) hinted at a buttery sound with an appealing bite.

This was the best performance I've yet seen from soprano Cecilia Violetta Lépez, who is in her
second season with the company. As Alice's daughter Nannetta, she was in fine voice --
consistently plush and shimmering with color; really terrific. As Fenton, Nannetta's young
lover, resident tenor James Callon was ardent and mellow-toned, but lacking in projection.
Similarly, resident baritone Zachary Altman (as Ford, the jealous husband) sang with elegance
and conviction, yet a muffled quality kept creeping into his voice. No such problems for bass
Silas Elash (as Pistola, one of Falstaff's goofball assistants), whose voice is like a custom-
designed cannon. Meaty-voiced tenor Robert Norman sang the role of Dr. Caius, loser in love.

"Falstaff" is a carnival of duets, quartets, nonets and more. Some of the rapid-patter ensemble
numbers were a little rag-tag, while others sparkled, especially among the women.

Hats off to the costume shop at Malabar Limited Toronto (the fairy scene get-ups were
especially gorgeous) and to designer Steven C. Kemp, whose big, bold and handsome sets bring
to mind the interior of a wine keg -- and the state of drink-loving Falstaff's mind.

Contact Richard Scheinin at 408-920-5069, read his stories and reviews at
www.mercurynews.com/richard-scheinin and follow him on Twitter at
www.twitter.com/richardscheinin

Opera San Jose

Presenting 'Falstaff' by Guiseppe Verdi, libretto by Arrigo Boito, with two casts
When: 8 p.m. Sept. 14, 3 p.m. Sept. 15, 8 p.m. Sept. 17 and 20, 3 p.m. Sept. 22
Where: California Theatre, 345 S. First St., San Jose

Tickets: $51-$111, 408-437-4450, www.operasj.org
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